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‘Iran prepauringmajor offensive’ 

PARIS H — Iranian forces are massing south of Almaz is 
preparation for a major offensive against Irlqacross the Shaft A1 
Arab waterway ,the opposition Mnjahedeen-e-KJaalq said Sat- 
mday^uotg sources in the Iranian army. A Mujabedeen spo- 
kesmanquoied supporters of the group m the army as saying that 
the attack could come at any moment He said the offensive had 
originally been planned to begin this week but had been delayed 
by Jogutical problems. The Paris-based Mujabedeen said in a 
press statement that the planned attack would also menace the 
borders of nearbyKuwait “Tbexoost important place of uubtaiy 
concentration is 70 kilometres south of Ahwaz. involving 80,000 
to 10Q,Q00men — two -thirds of. dte entire manpower of the 
(Iranian) regime at the front,” the statement said. 
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Afghan defectors land in Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — An Afghan air force transport plane 
made an unscheduled landing in Pakistan Saturday and everyone 
on board surrendered to authorities saying they wanted to defect, 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman said. There were five passengers 
aboard the Soviet-built Antonov-24 as well os an undetermined 
number of crew members, he said. The nationality of those aboard 
was not disclosed, but they were presumed to be Afghans. It was 
the third defection to Pakistan involving a plane since the Soviet 
Union intervened in neighbouring Afghanistan in late 1979. "Hie 
last defection occurred in March when an Afghan air force pilot 
crashl anded in a remote border area in southwest Pakistan. The 
plane, a civilian version of the larger AN-26 military transport 
that has a carrying capacity of five crew and 38 passengers, tou- 
ched down at the border town of Miran Shah at 10 a.m. (0500 
GMT), in the north Waziristan tribal agency of North-West Fro- 
ntier Province. * 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Maj- 
esties King Hussein, and Queen 
Noor have accepted an invitation 
from Queen Beatrix to make a 
state visit to the Netherlands. 
Reuters quoted an official source 
at the Royal Palace as saying Sat- 
urday. The source said the visit 
wiD take place in October, but did 
not give a date, Reuters said. 

Regent cables good 
wishes to Fahd 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Saturday sent a cable 
of good wishes to King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia on the Saudi Ara- 
bian National Day.^In his cable. 
Prince Hassan paid tribute to . 
Saudi Arabia’s honourable stand 
and support for its sister Arab sta- 
tes, aqd praised the progress and 
prosperity of Saudi Arabia and 
under the Saudi monarch. 

Holiday announced 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Wednesday, 
Sept. 2 6. will be observed as a hol- 
iday for all ministries, government 
departments and organisations, to 
mark the beginning of die new 
Hijra year, a statement issued by 
the Prime Ministry said Saturday. 

Delegation leaves for 
1PU conference 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Upper House 
of Parhament (Senate) Speaker 
Ahmad. AILa^ Saturday left for ' 
Geneva at the head of a . par- 
liamentary delegation to attend 
meetings of ..the .Inter-' 
Pariiameataiy Union (IPU). In a 
- s ta te m e nt t o -HliyiaBefantao-Newn- 
Agency. Petra, before his dep- 
arture for the seven-day meetings, 
Mr. laws said he will deliver Jor- 
dan’s speech to the conference 
"and present the Kingdom's views 
on Middle East issues. The del- 
egation to the IPU conference inc- 
ludes Senate members Dr. Khalil 
A1 Salem and Mr. AkramZuaitar, 
Lower House members K baled A1 
.Ha] Hassan, Mr. Fuad Farraj and 
Mr. Z uhair Dhonqan and two par- 
liament officials. 

Urquhart optimistic 
over Lebanon 

OOSTBRBEEK , Netherlands 
(AP) — r A United Nations official 
said Saturday that “v«y pro- 
mising elements” came out of his 
talks last week with Israeli, Syrian, 
and Lebanese leaders, which were 
aimed at mediating an Israeli wit- 
hdrawal from southern Lebanon. 
UN.’ Under-Secretary-General 
Brian Urquhart said he was knp- 
ressed during the taDcsby“ a mood 
of realism all over,* 1 and added 
that “the Syrians are in fact rather 
pragmatic.” 

Crippled Soviet sub 
towed near Japan 

TOKYO (AP) — A crippled Sov- 
iet baflistio-inissfle submarine was 
being towed homeward Saturday 
after drifting in the Sea of lapan 
off Western Honshu, J span’ s main 
island, for two days with white 
.smoke spewing intermittently 
from its conning tower, a Defence 
Agency spokesman said. 
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Iraq strikes ‘warning blow’ 
against Bandar Khomeini 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq said Saturday 
it had struck a “warning blow” against an 
Ir anian petrochemical plant in the port town 
of Bandar Khomeini as Iran reiterated its 
threat to dose the Strait of Hormuz and 
make the Gulf oil tanker routes “insecure for 
all”. 


The Iraqi News Agency (IN A) 
quoted a militar y spokesman as 
saying the attack against the Ira- 
nian plant, in re talia tion for an 
Iranian attack last Sunday on Iraqi 
oil jetties, took place at 1 JO pjn. 
(0930 GMT). 

The spokesman gave no other 
details and it was not dear what 
form the “warning blow” had 

falrgn, 

Iraqi planes have attacked the 
plant before and the Japanese 
consortium helping to build it, fed 
by the Mitsui group, only recently 
resumed work at the site. 

Iraq said two days ago it had 
aTt reke ri Iran’s oil terminal' 
at Kharg Island' in the northern 
Gulf in a “warning strike” but 
there has been no independent 
confirmation of the raid. 

Iranian official media reported 
last Sunday that Iranian warplanes 
had attacked jetties at Iraq’s Faw 
03 terminal in the northern Gulf, 
which has been closed since sho- 
rtly after the outbreak of the war 


in September 1980. 

Work on the multi- billion dollar 
petrochemical complex at Bandar 
Khomeini began before the war 
broke out has twice been halted by 


Iraqi attacks. 

The Mitsui group recently sent 
workers back to the site to com- 
plete the project 

Meanwhile, the Iranian threat 
to close the Hormuz, by Par- 
liament Speaker Hojatofeslam 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani, was dis- 
tributed by the official Iranian 
news agency, IRNA, hours after 
the Iraqi announcement of the 
Bandar Khomeini attack. 

Mr. Rafsanjani also alluded to 
peace eventualities with Iraq, rev- 
ealing that preparations were 
under way for a “possible visif * to 
Tehran by unidentified members 
of the six-nation Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCC). 

The GCC, which groups Saudi 
.Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab - 
Ptniratf-R Bahrain, Qatar and 
.Oman, has been neutral in the 


four-year-old Iraa-Iraq wax. 
Some of its leaders have been try- 
ing to bring the war to an end thr- 
ough negotiations. 

Arab diplomatic sources here 
said Mr. Rafsanjani was obviously 
alluding to the emir of Q atar. She- 
ikh Khalifa Iba Hamad A1 Than], 
and UAE president. Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 Nahayan, 
who received messages from Ira- 
nian President Ali Khamenei ear- 
lier this week. 

“Both the Gulf and Kharg Isl- 
and are vital to Iran, and the Ira- 
nian economy depends on the 
Kharg terminal,” Mr. Rafsanjani 
told IRNA in an interview mar- 
king the “war week}.” 

“Therefore, we have made it 
■clear that if Kharg ofl terminal was 
hit, Iran will close the Hormuz 
Strait and that the Gulf will bec- 
ome insecure for all," he warned. 

Oil slick spotted 

In the meantime, a large o3 
slick, several hundred square kil- 
ometres in area, was reported in 
the Gulf Saturday between Qatar 
and Iran by a passing tugboat 

The Dubai-based tug- Gallant 1 
reported the slick - northeast of 
Qatar.' 

An officer on board the tug told 
Reuters by ship-to- shore radio: 
“It was dark brown in colour. We 
could see it for about 10 miles in 



condemns U.S.-Israel pact 


By Safomeh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — President of the 
Union of Arab Agricultural Eng- 
ineers (UAAE) Sulehnan Ara- 
byat Satin-day attacked the U.S.- 
Isracli free trade zone agreement 
and warned that the Arab World is 
feeing “an international siege car- 
ried out by countries which have 
proved their lack of credibility.” 
He described the agreement as a 
“conspiracy” against the Arab 
World. 

Speaking at a press conference 
he held in preparation for the 
opening of the sixth conference of 
the UAAE, Mr. Arabyat said the 
U.S. has lost the confidence of 
“moderate Arab countries’ after 
Washington signed a strategic all- 
iance agreement with Israel in 
1982. “The U.S. has now exposed 
itself to both moderates and ext- 
remists, crowning rt with the latest 
United Nations veto against a tot- 
ally humanitarian issue in Leb- 
anon,” Mr. Arabyat sakL, 

The president of the UAAE, 
which groups 11 Arab org- 
anisations and 50,000 agricultural 
engineers, said: “It is high time for 
Arabs to adopt a stand which ser- 
ves their cause. All Arab countries 
agree on the principle.” 


Speaking at the press con- 
ference, UAAE SecretSry- 
Gcneral Yahya Bakkour warned 
of the dangers threatening Arab 
food security and. agriculture. He 
said the Arab World suffers a 5(1 
percent shortage of food and that 
“the future looks darker” if cur- 
rent trends continue. 

Mr. Bakkour said there is an 
annual population increase of 
three per cent in the Arab World 
and that the demand for food is 
increasing by seven per cent Cit- 
ing an example, he said the inc- 
rease of wheat production does 
not exceed four per cent a year. 
“There is a continuous and acc- 
elerating deficit," the secretary- 
general said. 

Mr. Bakkour said the UAAE 
conference, which opens Monday 
with the participation of 70 Arab 
experts, will be discussing these 
problems. He said a special emp- 
hasis will be given to a vertical inc- 
rease in production of cultivated 
lands in the Arab World instead of 
the policy of horizontal expansion. 

Mr. Bakkour said that if the 
recommendations by the agr- 
icultural union are implemented, 
-the Arab World would be able to 
double its agricultural production, 
cultivating the same space of agr- 
icultural lands. 


He said the productivity of a 
unit scale in the Arab World does 
not exceed 40 per cent of the 
world average and that it only 
comes up to 25 per cent of the 
average of productivity in dev- 
eloped countries. 

The UAAE conference, which 
will be held under the patronage 
of His Majesty King Hussein, is 
expected to issue rec- 
ommendations and resolutions to 
tackle chronic problems faring 
agriculture in the Arab World, 

Mr. Arabyat had earlier held a 
meeting of the union's executive 
committee during which he rev- 
iewed problems scheduled for dis- 
cussion during the conference in 
which about 18 Jordanian experts 
are participating. There are 2,100 
Jordanian agricultural engineers 
enlisted in the agricultural eng- 
ineers association in Jordan. 

President of the association 
here. G hassan Qamhawi, said a 
meeting of the higher council of 
the union will take place Sunday 
under the chairmanship of by Mr. 
Arabyat, The meeting will be ded- 
icated to the election of the 
union’s new president, secretary 
general and assistant secretary 
generals. It will also discuss pre- 
parations for the holding of the 
conference opening Monday. 


Murphy begins probe into Beirut 
blast as Syria issues warning 




BEIRUT (Agencies) — A high- 
powered U.S. delegation Saturday 
opened an inquiry into Thursday’ s 
suicide car bomb attack that dev- 
astated an American embassy 
annwe in, Beirut and Syria warned 
Washington against any ret- 
aliatory action in Lebanon. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Murphy, who arr- 
ived here Friday night, launched 
an official investigation into the 
bomb attack repeating U.S. ass- 
ertions that it foiled to achieve its 
aims. 

Mr. Murphy, who is heading an 
eight-man State Department inv- 
estigating team, told reporters the 
bomber had- not succeeded in 
demolishing the building or “sap- 
ping' America’s will. 

"They did not succeed,” he 
said. “Yes, there was a tragedy, 
but they did not succeed and will 
not succeed.” 

- On Thursday, the suiride.bom- 
ber drove an explosive-packed 
vehicle past protective 

barriers and detonated it outside 


the annwm , tiltin g eight U.S. and 
Lebanese employees and wou- 
nding 35, according to U.S. fig- 
ures. But the Lebanese Red Cross- 
put the toU at 24 dead and 50 inj- 
ured. 

At ft heavily-guarded news con- 
ference at the residence of U.S. 
Ambassador Reginald Bar- 
tholomew, Mr. Murphy declined 
to comment on the investigation 
so for or on the security bre- 
akdown at the annexe. 

He said the annexe been in 

a “very safe" area and declined to 
comment on reports that the sui- 
cide vehicle was stolen from the 
main U.S. embassy compound in 
west Beirrt. 

* There was no decision to reduce 
embassy staff or dose the west 
Beirut compound, but -the emb- 
assy was cuneatly operating out pf 
the ambassador’s residence in the 
suburb of Baabda above Beirut, 
Mr. Murphy added. 

Mr. Muipby earlier visited the 
wrecked annexe and had talks 
yith President Amin Gemayel 


and Prime Minister Rashid Kar- 
ami, accompanied by Mr. Bar- 
tholomew and Bob Oakley, dir- 
ector of the State Department's 
office of combat and tenrorisro._ 

An embassy spokeswoman said 
Mr. Murphy and Mr. Bar- 
tholomew Friday night slept thr- 
ough heavy fighting between the 
army and militiamBn in the nearby 
mountains, although shells landed 
near the residence and army guns 
caused a “horrendous noise." 

Shrapnel hit the residence gates 
'about 100 metres from the bui- 
lding, the spokeswoman said. 

The fighting, which pitted the 
Lebanese army against militiamen 
of the mainly Druze Progressive 

' {Continued on page 3) 
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each direction. We were in it for 
about four hours, travelling at 
seven knots." 

U.S. ‘warning’ 

The U.S. State Department said 
Friday that if Iraq carried our a 
“warning bombing’ of Kharg, it 
would constitute a dangerous wid- 
ening of the four-year-old. Gulf 
war. 

John Hughes, the State Dep- 
artment’s chief spokesman, said, 
however, that the United States 
cannot confirm the attack which 
Iraq said took place Thursday. 

Mr. Hughes said the dev- 
elopment. if true, “illustrates the 
con tinuing dangers of the iran- 
Iraq war.” 

“The U.S. view has not cha- 
nged," he said. “Any widening of 
the war threatens the peace and 
stability of the region.” 

Asked an attack on Kharg Isl- 
and constituted such a “wid- 
ening," Mr. Hughes said: “Ass- 
- tuning it took place, you may draw 
that conclusion." 

“Attacks on neutral shipping 
are of particularly serious concern 
to u$ in light of our traditional 
commitment to the principle of 
free navigation in international 
waters,” Mr. Hughes said. 

U.S. permitting militar y sales to 
Iran, Glenn says, page 2 


Jerusalem 
bomb attack 
wounds 4 
Palestinians 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM {Age- 
ncies) — • A bomb thrown into a 
Palestinian coffee shop wounded 
four people in Jerusalem’s Old 
City on Saturday, police said. 

“I was bringing fextd to my cus- 
tomers when 1 heard a boom and 
then I couldn’t hear anything else. 
My ears are still ringing,” said Dib 
Sateh Laban, 25, co-owner of the 
coffee shop. 

All of the injured were Pal- 
estinians. 

Mr. Laban, who was unhurt, 
sakl someone poshed the bomb 
into the narrow alley in front of the 
shop where it exploded while the 
rest of his customers ran into the 
kitchen. He said he did not see the 
person who threw the bomb, which 
was inside a plastic shopping bag. 

However, a Renters dispatch 
said the charge, wrapped in new- 
spaper, was thrown into the cafe 
but one of the customers quickly 
tossed k out into the street where it 
exploded. 

Foot Palestinian men and boys 
were hospitalised for treatment, a 
hospital spokeswoman said. 

Tbe Mast shattered glass in a 
refrigerated soft drink case in 
front of the coffee shop where some 
of the patrons were playing cards. 
Bat it caused no apparent str- 
uctural damage to the building. 
Across the street, pottery was sha- 
ttered in the Kaonz shop -and an 
olivewood camel was broken in the 
Bandcat souvenir staff. 



Israeli soldiers block the only way to Sooth Lebanon 
during a protest march Friday by Lebanese women 


chanting anti-Israeli slogans and d emanding an end 
to the Israeli occupation (AP wire photo) 


Lebanon says Israelis 
plotted Sohmor massacre 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon Sat- 
urday accused Israel of being fully 
responsible for the massacre of 1 5 
villagers in Israeli-occupied South 
Lebanon two days ago. 

“Israel is fully responsible for 
this massacre," Information Min- 
ister Joseph Skaff said in a written 
statement. 

“International conventions and 
agreements require that the occ- 
upation forces which occupy any 
region or land must provide pro- 
tection and peace for the inh- 
abitants of these regions," he said. 

According to Israeli officers, 
militiamen of the Israeli-backed 
“South Lebanon Army (SLA)" 
killed 13 civilians and wounded 22 
others, eight of them seriously, in 
the Shiite village of Sohmor last 
Thursday to “avenge" four Druze 
comrades killed in an ambush 
there a few hours before. 

Israel's area commander, 
Lieuteuant-Colonel Giorah, told 
foreign correspondents at Sohmor 
Friday that Israeli troops and SLA 
commander Antoine Lahad stood 
between the militiamen and the 
villagers to halt the massacre after 
the firing began. 

But Mr. Skaff contradicted the 
Israeli version of events, saying 
“Israeli troops were not in the vil- 


lage at the time. They came aft- 
erwards and encircled the vil- 
lage." 

He told reporters he had rec- 
eived a police report naming 15 
men who had been killed and 27 
who had been wounded when 
“unknown elements" opened fire 
with machine guns on Sohmor res- 
idents who had been rounded up 
in the village school yard. 

He said the killing had gone on 
"for 1 5 to 30 minutes.” The Israeli 
commander claimed Friday the 
incident was over “within a min- 
ute." 

Mr. Skaff said the attackers had 
also kidnapped 27 people from 
the village, which they left before 
Israeli troops arrived. 

The sequence of events was ske- 
tchy because Israeli and SLA for- 
ces were still blocking access to the 
village, he said. 

He said Lebanese police had 
not been allowed to investigate 
the incident, adding that the nea- 
rest Lebanese police station was at 
Mashghara, about three kil- 
ometres from Sohmor. 

Col. Giorah said the killings 
look place as Israelis and the SLA. 
"questioned" local men about an 
attack on an SLA command car 
near Sohmor, in which four mil- 


itiamen died. 

Michel Maalouli. parliamentary 
deputy for Rashaya in the sou- 
thern Bekaa, said at Mr. Skaff s 
press conference that the bodies of 
the Druze militiamen had been 
returned swiftly 10 their villages in 
a deliberate bid to provoke ret-, 
atives to take revenge. No mea- 
sures bad been taken to protect 
Sohmor, he said. 

Mr. Skaff s statement said the 
massacre was“an open move des- 
igned to strike at co-existence 
between people of the same cou- 
ntry... by inciting people to a sec- 
tarian struggle. 

“This massacre was another in a 
series of massacres perpetrated by 
Israel or encouraged by it and car- 
ried out under its direct coverage 
and with its full support.” the sta- 
tement added. 

Mr. MaaJouli said there had 
been no previous friction between 
Druze and ShTitcs in the southern 
Bekaa. He said Sohmor was about 
14 kilometres from the nearest 
Druze village and that many vil- 
lages in between were inhabited 
by Sunni Muslims. 

"My deduction is this has been 
planned," Mr. Maalouli said. 

Ebon says Israel ready for puDout, 
P»gr 2 


Jordan, Iraq and N.Yemen offering 
to host PNC session, Arafat says 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Pal- 
estinian leader Yasser Arafat was 
quoted Saturday as saying Jordan, 
Iraq and North Yemen had off- 
ered to host a long-delayed ses- 
sion of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC), which he said 
Syria was trying to obstruct. 

The Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) chairman told the 
Saudi magazine AJ MajaHa in an 
interview that a number of other 
Arab countries, which he did not 
name, and Iran had also offered to 
host the meeting of the council, 
the Palestinian parliament- 
in-exile. 

Mr. Arafat’s Fateh movement, 
the PLO’ s mainstream commando 
faction, said Friday that h was pos- 
tponing for 15 days the session, 
which due to convene in Algiers 
this month. 

The PNC, the highest Pal- 
estinian policy-making body, lost 


met in Algiers 1 9 months ago and 
efforts to reconvene h have been 
hampered by feuds within the 
PLO over Mr. Arafaf s leadership. 

Mr. Arafat, saying the PNC 
would meet aboard a ship or in a 
“friendly African" state if need 
be, was also quoted as saying Alg- 
eria and North Yemen were trying 
to come to an agreement with 
Syria to permit the meeting to go 
ahead. 

Fateh bad been pressing for an 
early meeting of the council, on 
which it has a clear majority, con- 
fident that the PNC would rec- 
onfirm Mr. Arafafs disputed lea- 
dership of the PLO. 

A Fateh communique said the 
postponement was needed 10 grve 
time for further contacts with 
other Palestinian groups and give 
Algeria and South Yemen, trying 
to reunite the PLO, more time to 
normalise relations between Mr. 


Arafat and Syria. 

Diplomatic sources Algiers 
quoted by Reuters said Algeria 
had come under pressure from 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad 
to postpone the meeting because it 
would formalise the division of the 
PLO. 

Fateh and a "democratic all- 
iance" grouping four Palestinian 
factions — the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), the Palestine Liberation 
Front and the Palestinian Com- 
munist Party — signed a rec- 
onciliation accord in July aimed at 
convening the PNC this month. 

Four other Palestinian groups 
allied to Syria refused to accept 
the reconciliation and issued vei- 
led threats against any PLO group 
that attended the session while 
Mr. Arafat was chairman. 


Red Sea minehimt focuses on mysterious cylinder 


CAIRO (AP) — A mysterious, 
“ mine-like" cylinder found by the 
British navy near a busy shipping 
channel has become the focus of 
multinational efforts to -solve the 
string of explosions which have 
damaged 19 vessels in the area 
since July. 

Military sources say the device 
“appears to be a mine,” bat is unl- 
ike any known to be in the arsenals 
of any maritime nation. But since 
military experts say building 
mines takes “no great expertise” 
they do not rule out the possibility 
it may have been a modification of 
mines commonly in use elsewhere. 

Since the device was discovered 
more than 20 days ago south of 
Suez City, British and Egyptian 
experts have been attempting to 
determine its nature and whether 
h is armed with explosives. Sou- 
rces say the device was located at 
the edge of the southbound cha- 


nnel through the Gulf of Suez, 
where 50 ships travel each day. 

British crews lowed the device 
from the spot where it was found 
to an undisclosed location near the 
western shore of the Gulf of Suez. 
Military sources say the crews 
have been inspecting the device 
with an underwater camera. 

Egypt’s defence minister. Field 
Marshal Abdul Halim Abu Gha- 
zala told reporters last Wednesday 
that he suspects the device may be 
related to the series of explosions 
which began July 9. 

The most recent explosion occ- 
urred Thursday when the Saudi, 
passenger ship Belkis radioed that 
it had suffered minor damage in a 
blast about 32 kilometres south of 
the southern exit of the Suez 
Canal. 

The device found by the British 
is the only one located during sea- • 
■■ rubes by navies of seven nations, 


including the United States and 
the Soviet Union, which was not 
immediately ruled out as too old 
to have been related to Lhe recent 
explosions. 

But a British embassy spo- 
kesman, who asked not to be ide- 
ntified by name, said the device 
appears not to have been in the 
water for a long time, meaning it 
was recently laid and unlikely to 
have been left over from previous 
Arab-Israeli wars. 

Discovery of the device and the 
damage to the Belkis prompted 
the French and Italian navies to 
change plans and extend their 
search operations. The United 
States ended its search of the cen- 
tral sector of the Gulf of Suez on 
Sept. 17, although Egyptian new- 
spapers say the U.S.S. Lasalle is 
still combing Red Sea waters off 
Saudi Arabia. 


The Dutch navy Saturday joi- 
ned the search for mines in the 
Red Sea, a Dutch embassy spo- 
kesman said Saturday. 

Three Italian minehunters were 
back in the Suez Gulf and sca- 
nning a new area of about 40 squ- 
are kilometres allotted to them by 
the Egyptians following a search 
mission in the southern sector of 
the Suez Canal. 

The French said the departure 
for home of their two minehunters 
and two support vessels was del- 
ayed for one week at Egypt’s req- 
uest as they worked to detonate 
“five or six old mines” located in 
the southern part of the SuezGulf. 

The Dutch embassy spokesman 
toid the Associated Press on Sat- 
urday that two Dutch rain- 
ehunting ships, the Haarlem and 
the Harlingen, have joined the 
clearance effort at Saudi Arabia’s 
request. 
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U.S. permitting military 
sales to Iran, Glenn says 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Reagan adm- 
inistration permitted military equipment 
sales to Iran even after a group with possible 
Ir aki Urn connections claimed responsibility 
for two guerrilla attacks on U.S. facilities in 
Beirut last year, congressional sources said. 


Several senators had pressed 
the administration to halt the sales 
but “the administration's been 
dragging its feet on this for over a 
year,” a Republican Senate source 
told Reuters Friday. 

A giant car-bomb attack Thu- 
rsday on the U.S. embassy in Bei- 
rut brought a new call Friday for a 
ban on military sales to Iran. 

The Islamic Jihad group has cla- 
imed responsibility for Thursday s 
attack as well as the two bombings 
last year. 

Senator John Glenn said Fri- 
day: “To be sending equipment to 
the military of another country 
that proudly boasts of murdering 


our servicemen is absolutely unb- 
elievable/' 

Islamic Jihad (holy war) cla- 
imed responsibility for the April 
18, 1983 destruction of the U.S. 
embassy and the October 23, 
1983 bombing of U.S. Marine 
headquarters in Beirut as well as 
Thursdays bombing. 

The State Department was ale- 
rted last year by the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee that the 
U.S. Commerce Department has 
been issuing licences for sale of 
spare parts to the Iranian Air 
Force for engines of planes used to 
transport military equipment from 
Libya and North Korea. 


‘ Early this month, the State 
Department told the committee tt 
had drafted regulations to halt the 
sales and forwarded them to the 
Commerce Department, but no 
final action has been taken. 

“The delay is incredible esp- 
ecially in light of Yesterday’s 
bombing of tbe U.S. embassy,” 
said Sen. Glenn, a former can- 
didate for the Democratic pre- 
sidential nomination. 

A committee source said the 
Commerce Department approved 
a licence for the sale of $1 8 million 
worth of communications equ- 
ipment to the Iranian Navy three- 
days after the attack on the Mar- 
ines. 

Since January 1984, when the 
United States officially put Iran on 
its list of terrorist countries, at 
least half a dozen other sales have 
been permitted, including one for 
more than $6 million for spare 
parts for the Iranian Air Force, the 
source said. 


Weinberger says Lebanese militiamen 
gave same security as U.S. Marines 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger said that Lebanese former 
militiamen hired to guard the 
American embassy in Beirut had 
provided the same security as the 
U.S. Marines they largely rep- 
laced seven weeks ago. 

U.S. embassy buildings had 
been guarded by a combat unit of 
80 U.S. Marines but most were 
withdrawn seven weeks ago and 
replaced by Lebanese former mil- 
itiamen trained by Americans. 

Asked if the Marines would 
have made a difference, Mr. Wei- 
nberger said: “I don’t believe 
so."“You could have had 80 men 


of any nationality and apparently 
the same thing would have exactly 
happened,” he said in a television 
interview. 

He called the Lebanese guards 
“very able people.” 

Mr. Weinberger said in another 
interview that security pre- 
cautions at the embassy annexe, a 
new building, had not been fin- 
ished. Had the installation of gates 
at the embassy been completed “It 
would have delayed the murder 
car a little longer.” 

“ With the amount of explosives, 
in that car, enormous damage is 
going to be done and we simply 
can’t lock up the embassies mid 


turn them into a fort,” be added. 

Asked about U.S. retaliation, 
Mr. Weinberger said: “We’re con- 
sidering all kinds of different act- 
ivities mid options and we will cer- 
tainty continue to consider those.” 
An anonymous telephone caller 
damning to represent the Islamic 
Jihad (holy war) organisation told 
a foreign news agency that it car- 
ried out the attack. 

Mr. Weinberger said be sus- 
pected Islamic Jihad was linked to 
Iran, Syria and Libya but he did 
not have definite evidence. 

He refused to discuss posable 
responses being considered by tbe 
Reagan administration. 


Peres proposes talks with Mubarak 


CAIRO (AP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres has pro- 
posed that he meet President 
Hosni Mubarak to improve bil- 
ateral relations, the weekly mag- 
azine October reported Saturday. 

The state-owned magazine said 
the suggestion was made in an 
exchange of messages between 
Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Peres after 
the latter took office earlier this 
month. It said Egyptian charge 
d’affaires in Israel Muhammad 
Bassiouny, carried the messages. 


Diplomatic sources confirmed 
the report. 

Mr. Bassiouny met Mr. Peres 
last Tuesday and said afterward he 
had delivered a message of con- 
gratulations from Mr. Mubarak on • 
the formation of tbe new gov- 
ernment.. . 

October said Mr. Peres sent -a 
reply in which he expressed the 
belief that “it is necessary that 
there should be a meeting bet- 
ween him and President Mub- 


Eban says Israel ready for Lebanon pullout 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Former 
Israeli Foreign Minister Abba 
Eban said on Friday that Israel is 
ready to withdraw from Lebanon, 
but is unlikely to take a first step 
toward an overall Middle East 
peace. 

Mr. Eban told the National 
Press Club that the new gov- 
ernment of national unity in Israel 
is uniquely suited to tackle the 
problems of the economy, where 
there is consensus that difficult 
decisions must be made. 


“The establishment of a new 
direction in the Israeli economy... 
will require of our people res- 
traints that probably only a united 
coalition could put into ope- 
ration,'’ he said. “We have to do 
things for which nobody will be 
able to blame the other party.” 

But the government is so bal- 
anced that it is unlikely to be able 
to take the initiative in the peace 
process and other “ matters which 
are held in controversy at home.” 


“But this does not mean to say 
that we have to accept immobility 
as inexorable, because we do have 
a capacity to respond,” Mr. Eban 
said. “For example, if Jordan 
makes a proposal if the United 
States re-establishes its initiative, 
we are committed to respond.” 
He said the first thing to expect 
from the Israeli government was a 
move toward withdrawal from 
Lebanon because Israelis are con- 
vinced “that Lebanon is no place 
for same people to be.” 



arak.” 

Tbe magazine . said Mr. Mub- 
arak’s message reiterated Egypt? s 
terms for a thaw in frosty relations* 
between Egypt and Israel since 
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 
June 1982. • ,• 

It said Mr. Mubarak. demanded , 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon,, 
“improved treatment” of Pal- 
estinians in the occupied West 
Bank and revival of talks to settle 
the dispute over the border area of 
Taba. 


BEIRUT (R) — “Why did the 
Americans come here? Why don't 
they put their embassies in uni- 
nhabited areas?” 

The Lebanese widow sat red- 
eyed in the wreckage of her living 
room, her bandaged foot injured 
by a fragment of the suicide car 
bomb that devastated the U.S. 
embassy annex ISO metres away. 

Her question .was echoed by 
neighbours in the Christian village 
of Aukar on the edge of suburban 
east Beirut where U.S. diplomats 
last month occupied tbe new 
annex to escape the dangers of 
Muslim-controlled west Beirut. 

So, too, was her second que- 
stion: “Will the Americans pay us 
compensation for the damage? 
How can we reach them?” 

The blast that killed at least 
eight people and wounded 35 oth- 
ers brought sudden carnage and 
destruction to Aukar, long a rel- 
atively safe haven from the 
Muslhn-Christian fighting in Bei- 
rut. 

Two limbless corpses landed in 
the garden of a villa, twp severed 
legs fell beside a .cheftiist shop. 
The blast, and fragments of the 
vehicle, damaged homes and 
shops and injured villagers. 

“We were afraid something 
would happen blit what could we 
do? We couldn’t stop them renting 
that building,” said Ramze Sal- 
jameh, caretaker of the* Shattered . 
villa opposite 'the embassy. • • «... 
■ Its sumptuous interior was as if 
■devastateftby a hurricane. Its gar- 
den was littered with fragments of 
the exploded vehicle. 

Dried bloodstains on flagstones 
beside tbe empty swimming pool 
marked the spot where the lim- 
bless body of a woman landed. A 
man's body fell on a garden ledge. 


The vehicle’s engine block lay 
beside the viDa wall. Across the 
swimming pool was its back cha- 
ssis. The gearbox lay beside a 
marble garden table it had sha- 
ttered in two. 

“Three of us were sitting at the 
table having coffee when that 
thing hit the table,” said a 65- 
year-old servant with a bandaged 
foot who asked not to be ide- 
ntified. “We are lucky to be 
alive.” 

Down on the village mainstreet 
there was resigned anger. “Eve- 
rybody knew something would 
happen. The Americans are tec- 
hnically clever but dumb," said 
Krikor Agopian. 

“They had received warnings. 
Why didn't they stop all cars from 
approaching. Everyone in the vil- 
lage felt uncomfortable having 
them so close to us.” 

The local commander of tbe 
Falangist militia was bitter. 

“If we had been guarding the 
building it wouldn’t have hap- 
pened.” he said, standing beside a 
jeep covered with bloodstains 
from the 17 wounded he ferried to 
hospitaL 

“The Americans told us to go 
away and brougbt in other people 
as guards. That was their mis- 
take.” 

He pointed across the road to a 
grove of trees betide the chemist 
shop, 150 metres down the. hill., 
from- the embassy. “Two legs lan- ,-, 
ded there,” he said , 

Steel shutters, of shops were . 
bent from the blast. Beside the 
road, the militiaman picked up a 
large shard of twisted aluminium, 
part of the casing of a Soviet-made 
“Grad” rocket. 

“The bomber used plastic exp- 
losive and the bottom halves of 


four Grads with their TNT exp- 
losive,” he said. 

“They were attached to tbe 
underside of a Chevrolet Blazer 
starkmwagou stolen from the U.S. 
embassy in west Beirut. 

“The force of the bomb was the 
equivalent of 150 kilos of TNT,” 
the militia commander' added. 

On the front steps of the 
widow’s home Lay a blackened 
seat frame from the exploded veh- 
icle. “It? s the second time this has 
happened. Why did the Ame- 
ricans come here,” she said. 

She was referring to an attack in 
1983 that destroyed the U.S. 
embassy in west Beirut 

From the debris-strewn roof, of 
the shattered villa a waiting group 
of U.S. soldiers and embassy per- 
sonnel could be seen 20 metres 
away beside the deserted embassy 
annex. 

The facade of the five-storey 
annex was a mass of twisted wre- 
ckage- Every room lay devastated, 
open to the wind. 

Inside the villa, the striking fig- 
ure of an elegantly-clad Maronite 
Christian archbishop bearing a 
silver-topped cane trod carefully 
over the wreckage of doors, woo- 
den blinds, crockery, ruined car- 
pets and sumptuous Italian fur- 
niture. 

Mods. Joseph Salameh, Mar- 
onite Archbishop* of the Syrian 
Diocese of eagre to . 

look at the Wecked BoSreoi ms 
late brother. Jt j - 

“I heard tbe news over tbe BBC 
and I have just arrived from 
Syria,'* he said. “We are sorry for 
what happened. But we hope tbe 
Americans will help repair this 
beautiful house. It will cost mil- 
lions.” 


Mauritanian group claims killing of Libyan 


ROME (R) — A Mauritanian 
opposition group Saturday cla- 
imed responsibility for killing a 
Libyan found beaten to death in a 
Rome hotel room two days ago. 

A French-speaking telephone 
caller told tbe Italian News Age- 
ncy ANSA that the “ Organisation 
of Mauritanian Nationalists” 
(ONAM) had killed M uhamm ad 
Homsi 39, for treachery. 


The caller said Mr. Homsi was a 
Libyan secret agent who had obt- 
ained aid from his government for 
ONAM, a group of former Mau- 
ritanian soldiers seeking to ove- 
rthrow the military government of 
Lt.-Col. Mohammad Khouna 
Ould Haidalla. He was killed bec- 
ause the aid recently stopped, the 
caller said. 

Italian police had said earlier 


they thought a political motive 
was unlikely for the murder of Mr. 
Homsi who had lived in Italy for 
the past two years describing him- 
self as an opponent of Libyan lea- 
der Muammar Oadhafi. 

Police are looking for another 
Libyan who had been sharing Mr. 
Homsfs hotel room and dis- 
appeared shortly before his body 
was found. 


Jordanian M.P. praises 
Soviet efforts for peace 


MOSCOW (Petra) — A member 
of the Lower House of Parliament 
now on a visit to the Soviet Union 
has praised Soviet efforts for est- 
ablishing peace and Moscow’s call 
for convening an international 
conference to settle the Middle 
East issue. 

Mr. Ahmad A1 Tarawneh who 
heads a Jordanian parliamentary 
delegation on a visit here also exp- 


ressed Jordan's deep appreciation 
to the Soviet people for their con- 
stant support for the Arab causes. 

During the visit Mr* Tarawneh 
and his accompanying delegation 
met with senior Soviet officials* 
and wiQ tour a number of major 
cities including Leningrad. 

The visit is at the invitation of 
tbe Supreme Soviet. 


Kyprianou gives gloomy 
assessment of U.N. talks 


Lebanese army soldiers move the coffin of an Ame- ence Ministry. The man was killed Thursday in 
rican to a helicopter Friday from tbe Lebanese Oef- a strickle bombing in east Beirut (AP wirepboto) 

U.S. embassy blast brings carnage, 
bitterness to small Lebanese village 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Cyp- 
riot President Spyros Kyprianou 
said that nearly two weeks of talk£ 
at the U.N. on the future of the 
divided island had not gone welL 

But he added in a statement 
Friday he hoped for more positive 
developments during -a second 
round beginning on Oct. 15. 

“I consider it necessary to srate 
that my assessment is that the cou- 
rse of the talks so far cannot be 
considered satisfactory and cer- 
tainty this is not due to our side.” 

It was his first substantive com- 
ment on tbe separate daily mee- 
tings which U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral Javier Perez de Cuellar held 
with Mr. Kyprianou, representing 
the Greek Cypriots, and Mr. Rauf 
Denkiash. the Turkish Cypriot 
leader. The talks, which began on 
Sept. 10, adjourned Friday night. 

Mr. Kyprianou said many sta- 
tements had been made by the 
Turkish side” not giving a true pic- 
ture of the situation.” But he had 
avoided commenting on the sub- 
stance of the negotiations and still 
declined to do so. especially since 
it had been decided to begin ano- 


ther round on Oct 15. 

Mr. Kyprianou added: “I look 
forward to the second round in the 
hope that there wifi be more pos- 
itive developments. On our pan, 
the same goodwill will be shown 
and there will be the same sincere 
cooperation with the secretary 
general.” 

Mr. Kyprianou* s view of the 
talks contrasted with that of Mr. 
.Denktash. who told reporters on 
Thursday: “I think we have made 
some little progress. „ movement 
is in the right direction." 

Mr. Kyprianou. who is meeting 
with senior representatives of tbe 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council Friday held talks 
here with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko. 

He is scheduled to see British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher on Monday and French Pre- 
sident Francois Mitterrand on 
Tuesday before flying back to 
: New York to confer with U.S. Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz and 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wu 
Xueqian and to attend the U.N. 
General Assembly. 


Chadian official criticises 
French pullout decision 


N’DJAMENA, Chad (AP) — A 
senior Chadian official Friday 
denounced.the French decision to 
withdraw its force from Chad sim- 
ultaneously with a Libyan pul- 
lback, calling it a “a stab in the 
back.” 

The French force had int- 
ervened to contain Libyan-backed 
rebels. 

The official who declined to be 
identified,- spoke with the Ass- 
ociated l*ress after athree-hour 
cabinet meeting' devoted to * the 
French decision. 

The government of President 
Hissene Habre, informed by Fra- 
nce only minutes before the public 
announcement Monday of the 
French-Libyan agreement, has 
still made no public comment on 
the decision. 

France sent 3,000 troops to 
Chad in August 1983. setting up a 
defence line across the desen nat- 
ion which, without fighting, halted 
an advance on the capital by the 
Libyan-backed rebel forces of 
ex-President Goukouni Oueddei. 

Government sources said poi- 
ntedly Friday that Chad “should 
not authorise” the stationing of 
observers from Senegal and 
Benin, due to arrive next week to 
witness the French withdrawal 
Other observers are headed from 
the Libyan capital of Tripoli to the 


rebel-occupied north to witness 
the Libyan withdrawal. 

’* Everything is going on at the 
moment as if the government of 
Chad did not exist.” said one off- 
icial 

“France abandoned Chad, pre- 
ferring its entnomic interests in 
Libya,” said another, adding that 
while the French withdrawal had 
been expected, “it was the manner 
in which it was done that was wou- 
nding;” 

■ France and Lfoya each asked 
one - African nation .to provide 
observers for the withdrawals, 
scheduled between Sept. 25 and 
mid-November. 

A Chadian official noted it 
would be “difficult to imagine that 
the French-Libyan withdrawal 
plan could be put into operation 
and completed without the Cha- 
dian authorities being involved.” 
After Friday's cabinet meeting, 
interim Information Minister 
Adoum Moussa Seif said only that 
■the withdrawal agreement had 
been “discussed in depth, putting 
the facts in their real national and 
international context of the pre- 
servation of the vital interests of 
Chad and the Chadian people.” 
The Libyans have occupied a 
broad area of their border with 
northern Chad, known as the 
Aouzou Strip, for many years. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


• Lc Caiuaval De Nice util Sept. 27 at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

* An exhibition of oil paintings by Leb- 
anese artist Bassoon Naser at the Royal 
Cultural Centre until Sept. 29 

* An exhibition of Sea Sheds by Law- 
rence Hananiyya at the Royal Cultural 
Centre until Sept. 23. 

• Kuwaiti Cultural Week, until Sept. 28 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre ....... 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Hay* Arts Centre 665 195 

Hussein Youth Chy 667181 

Y.WjC-A 41793 

Y.WMJL 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Library 843S55 

MUSEUMS 


Foftlare Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 900 ann. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

J o rdan Ar rharo l n g iral Museum: Hasan 
collection of the antiouiti of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 OaTa (cSl HID). 
Opening boors: 9.00 a.a, - 5.00 pan. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a jn. 
4 BO pjn.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jorto National CafcryrCootamsa col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and sen- 
bxure by coo temporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntwah. Jabal 
Lnweibdefa. Opening hours 10.00 u. 
130 pm. and 330 pm. • 6B0 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 


Martyr*’ Memorial (RfiRmy Mnaram): 

CoQectkm of mibraiy m emorabi lia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening boms 9 
am. -4 pm. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Papular life af Jordan Matm; 100 to 

150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9B0 am. - 5 BO pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

liana Amman dob. Me et ings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 130 pm. 

Liana MaMphii Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Hotel. 730 pm. 
Fft&idpMn Ratary Oub. Meetings 
every Wednesday si the Holiday Inn. 

ftbry Chb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 pm. 
Royal AmomobBe Club, Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL 81S261. 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, leL 24590. 

Chnrch of the Anmmdation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

De la Salle Chnrch (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church of the Anumdation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541 . 

AngHra a Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 4 1 559. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Chnrch (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 771751, 

Amman Iatenmtional Chnrch (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisam, 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


This information it supplied by Alia inf 
ormauon department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport, utL ( OS ) 53250, 
53070, 53082, 53I7I, where it should 
always- be verified. 
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— Damascus, Rome (AZ) 

IIM 

Vienna, New York (RJ) 

11:45 

Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

11:45 

— — . Larnaca, Berlin (IF) 

12:15 

Riyadh, Dhahran (5V) 

12:30 

— larnaca (RJ) 


84=81 

05:25 

11:29 :..., 

14cSI 

17-32 

1*56 


... Fajr 

— (Sunrise) Shuruq 

- Dfauhr 

— — ‘Asr 

... — - Maghreb 

'lsha 


1438 — 
15J0 — 
15:49 „ 
1*48 .„ 
15fc30 „„ 
19:45 


— Larnaca, Tripoli (LN) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Baghdad (IA) 

— Kuwait (RJ) 

........ Dhahran (RJ) 


28:88 Bahrain, Muscat (RJ) 

2ft 38 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

2*45 Crtro (RJ) 


21:18 Baghdad (RJ) 

21:58 Cairo (MS) 

22:88 Bangkok (RJ) 

22:40 Damascus, Larnaca (RJ) 

82:15 London (BA) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
pore 

— Mouna 

— Gina 

— Golden Med 

— Tel Fair Lady 

— Susebek 

— Samos Spirit 

— Syments 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, TeL 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seBlbuy roes in fib 

Belgian franc 64/ 64.4 

Dutch guilder 115/ 1 15.7 

Egyptian guinea 3223/ 325.6 

French franc 4221 425 

Iraqi dinar 3643/ 3703 

Italian lire (for 100) 21/ 212 

Japanese yen (far 100) 161.6/ 162/* 

Kuwaiti dinar 1329.6/ 1331 

Lebanese lira 56 21 57 J 

Omani riyai 1136/ 11433 

Qatari riyai ; 108.8/ 1093 

Saudi riyai 111.5/ 112 

Swedish crown 44 Sl 45 2 

Swiss franc 1573/ 158 A 

Syrian lira 453/ 463 

UAE dirham 1082/ 108.6 

UK. sterling pound 494 St 4973 

U.S. dollar 3955/ 3975. 

W. German mark 129.8/ 130 j6 

WEATHER 

BuOetm supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be normal snmmety, with nor- 
thwesterly moderate winds. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Lcnv/high temperature In deg.C. 

Amman , 16/31 

Aqaba 23/35 

Deserts 16/34 

Jordan Valley 23/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 35. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 32 per cent. Aqaba 26 
per cau. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Fnstaid, fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Crril Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters — 22090-3 

Police rescue 192,21111.37777 

Police h e adquarters 39141 

Traffic police — — 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service — 771125-8 
Queen Alia Inz. Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre - 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Asm _ 44281-4 
AkOeh Maternity, J. Amman _ 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mathas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Sbmeisani 664171-4 

Shnuasani Hospital ... — 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

Al-Mnasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Mamie. Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahb, Abdali 664164 

Italian, AL-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army, Marita 9161 1 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Musa A1 Abbadi 
778959 


Dr. Ali As' ad 97919 

Mretsh pharmacy 770910 

Naironkh pharmacy 23672 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 24051 

Hasbemi pharmacy 51699 

Maher pharmacy 669337 

Na’im pharmacy -.772310 

TAXIS: 

Vmecia taxi 44584 

Mihyar taxi 44574 

Sbmeisani taxi 665294 

Asem taxi 844503 

Jordan taxi ..... 23050 

Amman taxi ...... 51424 

JRBJD 

Dr. Mohammad A1 Sharf 73680 

AJ Hayaa pharmacy 4868 

ZARQA: 

Dr. K haled A1 Qaddoumi { — ) 

Abu Sharkh pharmacy ( j 

AI Aqsa pharmacy ( — ) 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Mitristry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complamts 661176 

Telephone: 

I nfo, m uring , .. ....... m 12 

Jordan and Middle East 1C 

Overseas calls .... 17- 

Cable or telegram ]8 

Repair service Ji 


market prices 


Upper /lower price in , 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (beat) 

Apple (Barken) 

Banana 

Banana (Makammar) 


Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white) 

Cucumber (huge) 

Cucumber (small) 

Dates 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Figs — 

Garik (without leaves) — 

Grapes ..... 

Grapefruit 

Guavas 


.220/180 

.250/220 

.220/180 

-280/240 

.240/210 

.450/400 

.150/110 

.180/150 

.160/120 

.220/180 

.450/400 

.250/220 

.160/130 

,170/140 

,250/200 

.200/150 

.220/180 

.130/100 

-350/300 

.150/120 


Mallow _J 

Marrow (large) - 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) 

Okra 

Olives 

Oranges 

Parsley 

Peacbe* 

Petrs ^ 

Pepper (sweet) 

£*PPer (hot green) 

Pomegranate* (sweet) J 
Potatoes 

Radishes — ' . 


Swec r M e l on 

Tomatoes 

Water Melon (Aleppo) „ 


... 70/ 50 

-140/100 

-210/170 

-160/130* 

-700/650 

-250/200 

— 280/240 
-. 100/100 
-.700/650 
-600/550 
-.220/180 
-200/160 
-500/450 

— 150/120 
-220/180 

.-100/ 80 
-250/200 
i- 140/ 11Q 
-110/ 80 
-110/ 80 
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Jord^ universities open 
for 1984/5 academic year 


AMMAN (Petra) — T be tlni- 
versfty of Jordan re-opened here 
Saturday for the 1 984/5 academic 
year. A spokesman for the uni- 
versity said mat 2,782 students 
joined the various faculties this 
year to raise the total number of 
students to 13,000. 

The first day at the university 
was matted by a display of various 
activities, art exhibition, sports 
events and film shows for the new 
students. This was within a pro- 
gramme for orienting the students 
on the various activities of their 
university. The new students were 
taken on a tour of the library, the' 
science faculty museum and the 
various other utilities at the cam- 
pus. They also met with deans of 
colleges who explained about life 
in the university and who spoke 
about the new “General Kno- 
wledge" course which all students 
have to take for the first time this 
year. 

Yarmouk University in Irbid 
also re-opened Saturday for the 
1984/5 academic year. 

Yarmouk University President 
Adnan Badran said that the total 
number of students now stands at 


14,000 of which 3,0^3 have been 
accepted this year. This year the 
university opened the faculty of 
medicine and the faculty of den- 
tistry and established an Islamic 
cultural centre, and another dep- 
artment for studies in Hebrew, 
according to Dr. Badran. 

He said a new Irving quarter for 
female students, that can acc- 
ommodate 1,000 girls, has been 
completed at the campus and that 
a sports centre has been added. 
Dr. Badran said that this year the 
university established a special 
institute for antiquities and ant- 
hropology studies and upgraded 
the history section into a full dep- 
artment in order to develop his- 
torical studies in Jordan and the 
Arab World. 

Dr. Badran denied reports 
about transferring the American 
University of Beirut to the old 
university buildings and said that 
the old site will be used by Yar- 
mouk University side by side with 
the new permanent site to the 
north of Irbid. Preparations are 
going ahead for furnishing the bui- 
ldings in the new site and next year 
the engineering faculties will be 
moved, Dr. Badran said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hot spell for hilly regions 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Temperatures in Amman and the hilly regions 
in Jordan Saturday registered 37°C, the highest so far this year, 
according to Dr. Ali A bands, director general of the Met- 
eorological Department. He said that the beat spell was unusual 
for this time of the year just before the start of Autumn. The last 
time such a high September temperature was registered in Jordan 
was in 1960, Dr. Abanda added. He said in comparison the 
temperatures in the Jordan Valley and the Desert areas were 
about 40°C Saturday. 

Taxi complaints office opens 

AMMAN (Petra) —The Traffic Department has decided to open 
a complaints office as of Saturday to receive telephone calls and 
letters from various sectors of society regarding violations com- 
mitted by taxi drivers. The department called on citizens to report 
any incident either by sending letters or by telephoning Amman 
97643.;, 

AAU moves headquarter to Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — Preparations are underway for transferring 
the headquarters of the Association of Arab Universities (AAU) 
from Riyadh In. Saudi Arabia to Amman, in accordance with a 
decision taken by the AALTs executive board last month. This 
was announced here Saturday by Dr. Mohammad Faraj Dug- 
heimu AAU acting secretary general, who arrived here from Riy- 
adh accompanied by Dr. Safwan A1 TaH, the AAU assistant sec- 
retary general. The temporary headquarters of the AAU in 
Amman which -will be housed at Yarmouk University Liaison" 
Office will open in the coming- month, Dr. Dugheim said. 

Algerian teachers receive; training 

■W . 

AMMAN (Petra) — A training programme for Algerian teachers 
on teaching science lessons in Arabic opened at the University of 
Jordan Saturday. A total of 16 teachers from the faculties of 
economy, law and arts in Algerian universities are taking pan in 
the training course which is to last six months. 

Jordan to attend women’s conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian government has decided to 
take part in an international conference on women’s role in dev- 
elopment which is due to be held in Pakistan on OcL 28. Rep-, 
resenting Jordan in the three-day conference win be Dr. Latifah 
A1 Shalabi from the Health Ministry. 



Court Minister Adnan Abu Odeh (third from left) visits the first Kuwaiti cultural week Saturday at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (Photo Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 

Abu Odeh opens Kuwaiti cultural week 


By Olga Mikhael 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputising for His 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Court Minister 
Adnan Abu Odeh Saturday ope- 
ned the first Kuwaiti cultural week 
to be held in Amman. The ope- 
ning ceremony was held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC). 

Attending the ceremony were 
Minister of Information LaQa 
Sharaf, Minister of Public Works 
Rayef Nijem, Minister of Culture 
and Youth Abdullah Oweidat and 
the Kuwaiti ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

The K uwaiti week, organised by 


Balqaz leaves 
for Saudi 
air talks 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Director of 
Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline. 
Mahmoud Balqaz left Saturday 
for Jeddah. Saudi Arabia for talks 
on promoting air transport coo- 
peration between Jordan and 
Saudia, Saudi Arabia’s national 
airline. 

Accompanying Mr. Balqaz on 
his first such trip since taking off- 
ice last month is Mr. Iyad Khaldi, 
Aha deputy for marketing and 
sales. 


Labour offices 
continue to issue 
work permits 

SALT (Petra) — The number of 
work permits granted by Salt Lab- 
our Office during last week rea- 
ched 526 and the fees collected 
from them amounted to JD 5,340. 
Work permits issued by Deir Alla 
Labour Office during the same 
period reached 648 permits with 
fees charged amounting to JD 
6,750 while work permits issued 
by the Shuna Labour Office rea- 
ched 308 permits. 

The Ministry of Labour has 
fixed the end of September as the 
deadline for non-Jordanian lab- 
ourers to obtain work permits. 


AOID calls for coordination of Arab 
efforts in industrial, economic fields 


AMMAN (Petra) — Investments 
in Arab' industrial concerns inc- 
reased tenfold over the past dec- 
ade yielding fruitful results but are 
still below the-required standard. 
Arab Organisation for Industrial 
Development (AOID) Secretary 
General Mahdi A1 Obeidi ann- 
ounced here Saturday. 

Addressing the opening session 
of an AOID meeting in Amman, 
Mi. Obeidi said that alack of coo- 
rdination between Arab countries 
in' industry-related fields was mai- 
nly responsible for the obstacles 


which impede the progress in 
Arab industry. 

The Arab World invested some 
$113 billion in industrial projects 
in the first half of the past decade, 
and the investments increased to- 
become $121.8 billion in the 
1980s, Mr. Obeidi said. 

This investment has yielded 
products worth $4.4 billion in the 
1970’s; rising to $323 billion by 
the end of 1983, Mr. Obeidi 
added. These, be said, are good 
indicators but the Arab countries 
with their vast resources can dev- 


elop industry and promote then- 
national economy in a more sat- 
isfactory manner. 

The meeting is for the AOIDV 
coordination committee which 
comprises experts from Syria, 
Iraq, Palestine, Libya, North 
Yemen and South Yemen in add- 
ition to Jordan. In their three-day 
meeting the delegates will discuss 
a report by the AOID on Arab 
industrial coordination and will 
also follow up the implementation 
of earlier AOID rec- 
ommendations. 


U.S. begins Beirut blast probe 


(Continued from page 1) 
Socialist Party (PSP), was the hea- 
viest in five months, the right-wing 
Falangist Radio said. 

Mr. Murphy, Mr. Bartholomew 
and Mr. OakJey gave Saturday’s 
news conference in the garden of 
the ambassador’s, residence, 
where journalists were sur- 
rounded by a dozen guards with an 
arsenal of weapons. 

With a gunman on the residence 
roof behind him and others rin- 
ging reporters^ Mr. Murphy was 
flanked by Mr. Bart bolomew, still 
scarred by his -injuries from the 
bombing. ' : 

Mr. Bartholomew left hospital 
Friday after-treatment of cuts and. 
braises suffered in the blast Bri- 
tish Ambassador David Miers, 
who was with him when. the bomb 
exploded and sustained cuts, bru- 
ises and a broken finger, left hos- 
pital Saturday, a hospital spo- 
kesman saicL 

. Meanwhile, Syria warned the 
United States Saturday" against 
retaliating oyer the attack, saying 
such amOve would not serve.Mjd- 
dle Bast peace. 


“Since' the explosion— there 
have been successive reports and 
statements from Washington ref- 
lecting a lot of nervousness and 
containing threats of vengeance,” 
a commentator on state-run 
Damascus Radio said. 

“Should all this be carried out, it 
cannot serve the cause of security, 
stability and peace in the Middle 
East.” • 

Asked about possible ret- 
aliation, U.S. Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger said in Was- 
hington Friday; “There are always 
available possible options but I 
wouldn’t be able to discuss any of 
that now.” (See page 2). 
arajc Jihad, an underground ext- 
remist group, was responsible for 
the bombing. That group also cla- 
imed responsibility for the bom- 
bings in 1983 of. the U.S. embassy 
in Beirut and U.S. Marine and 
French paratroop command posts. 

However, Hussein- Musawi, a 
Lebanese Shfite named by Wes- 
tern intelligence sources as a lea- 
der of Mamie Jihad issued a sta- 
tement in the east Lebanese dty of 
Baalbek - disclaiming any • inv- 


olvement. 

The driver of the bomb-laden 
van was not included in any of the 
casualty figures. No part of his 
body had Men located, Lebanese 
investigators said. 

In the meantime, 'the bodies of 
two Americans killed in the bom- 
bing arrived at Rhine-Main U.S. 
air base in West Germany on Sat- 
urday. 

The U.S. Defence Department 
has identified the American vic- 
tims as army Chief Warrant Off- 
icer Kenneth V. Welch, 33, and 
navy Petty Officer 1st Gass Mic- 
hael Ray Wagner, 30. 

In Beirut, Associated Press, 
reporter Samir Ghattassaw a con- 
voy of four Lebanese ambulances, 
escorted by five U.S. embassy cars 
full of guards, leave the Lebanese 
military hospital in the Badaro 
neighbourhood of east Beirut. 
Hospital officials said there were 
five wounded Americans in the 
convoy, but could not say where it 
was going. Later reports indicated 
that the injured were taken to 
West Germany. 


the Ministry of Culture, Youth 
and Antiquities in Jordan and the 
National Council of Arts and lit- 
erature in Kuwait, consists of a 
painting exhibition by various 
prominent Kuwaiti painters dep- 
icting the daily life of Kuwait with 
emphasis on the marine life, fis- 
hing and pearl diving. 

Also on display are 500 Arabic 
books printed and distributed m 
Kuwait, many of which have been 
written by Kuwaiti authors. Also 
contributing to the Kuwaiti dis- 
play of national art is an exhibition 
of Kuwaiti folkloric costumes and 
accessories through the ages. The 
Kuwaiti traditional fashions on 
display are made from different 
materials, most of which axe Chi- 
nese silk and embroidered with 
sequins and gold threads, with the 
price of some of these costumes 
reaching up to JD 700. 

“The Kuwaiti cultural festival is 
a very pleasant opportunity where 
different Kuwaiti cultural events 
will be presented through the 
whole week in Amman, " Court 
Minister Adnan Abu Odeh said in 
an interview with the-. Jordan 
Times. “At one time I was one of 


the few Arabs who witnessed the 
beginning of the new cultural 
movement in Kuwait in the early 
fifties, when 1 was a school teacher 
there.” he added. 

“What 1 see here at this exh- 
ibition is the product of con- 
tinuous efforts by the various cul- 
tural institutions in Kuwait," Mr. 
Abu Odeh said. “The exhibition, 
as one can see, include articles 
from the past as well as pannings 
that represent the modern an in 
Kuwait, but beneath both we can 
see the Kuwaiti talent and gift in 
art," he explained. 

Mr. Abu Odeh went on to say 
that the Arab cultural heritage is 
marked by its diversified aspects 
and colours, where each aspect is a 
product of certain environment. 
“In Kuwait, one can see the effect 
of the marine environment in their 
an as well as the desert, which is 
clearly shown in the week of exh- 
ibits,” he said. 

“Kuwait represent one pan of 
the Arab culture and this div- 
ersification of culture enriches our 
cultural heritage in general" the 
court minister concluded. 


Civil defence director receives 
rescue operations delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Civil Def- 
ence Director K haled A1 Tar- 
awneh met at his office here Sat- 
urday with Arab delegates to the 
higher Arab Committee on First 
Aid and Rescue symposium which 
opened its meetings here Friday. 
At the meeting Major General 
Tarawneh explained his dep- 
artment’s duties and activities and 
the services it offers to the public. 

The committee, which com- 
prises experts in first aid and res- 
cue operations, comprises rep- 
resentatives from Syria, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Palestine, Kuwait and 
Jordan. 

Committee members held a 


meeting Friday evening and end- 
orsed recommendations that will 
be presented to the Arab Phy- 
sicians Union which established 
the committee to look into means 
of coordinating work among Arab 
countries in the event of wars and 
natural disasters. In their first 
meeting the delegates called on 
Arab states to raise the Efficiency ' 
and standard of their first aid and 
emergency systems. 

Following their two-day mee- 
ting, the experts will tour a num- 
ber of civil defence establishments 
and emergency centres in Jordan. 
The Jordanian Medical Ass- 
ociation is hosting the symposium. 


Municipal, local councils discuss public services 


Rural development efforts 
paying off, Nabulsi says 


AQABA (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment Hamdullah Nabulsi 
said here Saturday that his ministry’s efforts to dev- 
elop rural regions in Jordan have paid off and have 
led to a counter emigration from cities to villages and 
rural regions. 


Speaking at the opening of a 
four-day seminar on control and 
inspection by municipal councils, 
the minister said that the Cities 
and Villages Development Bank 
has been providing the required 
funds to the municipalities to help 


affairs. 

“The municipal councils should 
build bridges of confidence with 
the public and should cooperate 
with citizens to cany out pro- 
jects.” The minister said. He urged 
the participants to intensify their 


them cany out their projects, and . efforts to collect duty and taxes 
this has helped the municipalities needed for paying back loans and 
to develop their public services. 

Heads of municipal councils 
and their senior aides are att- 
ending the seminar which is des- 
igned to orient the participants on 
legal, administrative and financial 


carrying out projects. 

Excavation regulations 

Earlier in Amman Mr. Nabulsi 
requested heads Df municipal and 


village councils to abide by Min- 
istry of Interior regulations reg- 
arding the security of excavations 
carried out in the various areas of 
the country. 

The regulations stipulate that 
information should be submitted 
to the ministry regarding exc- 
avation works to be carried out by 
the contracting company, the 
place of the excavations, the sta- 
rting date of the excavation and 
the expected date for completion 
as well as names of persons und- 
ertaking execution, supervision 
and guarding works. 

The regulations also stipulate 
that those persons working in the 
excavations should have clear id- 
entity cards from the executing 
company and that the police dep- 
artment in the concerned gov- 
eraoraic or district should be not- 
ified in writing about the stun of 
work. 


Queen Noor accepts £70,000 on behalf 
of Jerusalem ophthalmic hospital 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor has been presented 
with a cheque for £70,000 by the 
Friends of the St. John's Oph- 
thalmic Hospital. of which Queen 
Noor is the patron, a spokesman 
for the Queen’s office said Sat- 
urday. 

Queen Noor received the don- 
ation in London on behalf of the 
Jerusalem hospital during a cur- 
rent visit to England by Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor. Following is the text 
of Queen Noor’s acceptance spe- 
ech on the presentation of the 
cheque: 

“I was deeply honoured last year 
to accept patronage of the Friends 
of the St. John Hospital and to 
have the opportunity to actively 
participate with your noble and 
worthy efforts. 

The friend's one year of work, 
satisfying as it is, is a very small 
effort indeed compared to the past 
one hundred years of hum- 
anitarian and medical services that 
the hospital has provided in Jer- 
usalem. We are all humbled by the 
tradition of persevere nee and 
commitment that the hospital has 
established for itself and for other 
such institutions of mercy and care 
in the Middle East. 

I sincerely hope that the con- 
tribution of £70,000 may also sig- 
nify the start of a long tradition of 
annual giving, in line with the 
example of selfless giving and sha- 


ring that the hospital itself has set 
during the past century. To be ass- 
ociated with Jerusalem is a pri- 
vilege for all people of all faiths. 
For His Majesty King Hussein and 
myself, Jerusalem is a constant 
reminder of our rich Arab her- 
itage, and of the Islamic principle 
of sharing what we have with all 
people, especially those in society 
who are less fortunate than the 
rest. 

It is an honour for all of us in 
Jordan to play whatever role we 
are able to help support the work 
of institutions, in Jerusalem and in 
the rest of the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. that are so vital to the wel- 
fare and development of our bre- 
thren in the West Bank and Gaza. 

For us. active support of the 
work of the St. John Hospital is 
not only a humanitarian duty and 
a privilege of our long association 
with the holy city, it is also a nat- 
ional obligation that we are duty 
bound to honour. Our commit- 
ment to the St. John Hospital is 
symbolised by the pledge that His 
Majesty King Hussein first made 
several decades ago to donate his 
own eyes to the hosphaL The hos- 
pital has served the community 



well for a hundred years and has 
emerged from the surrounding 
political gloom as a beacon of light 
and a source of hope. 1c restores 
not only the \ ision of those whose 
eyesight is impaired, but also our 
common faith in the hum- 
anitarianismof people throughout 
the world. That this noble effort 
should take place in Jerusalem 
and without interruption for the 
past one hundred years is a pow- 
erful statement of faith and human 
will." 


JTV to participate in media meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Television (JTV) will take part in a 
six-day international conference on broadcasting services and 
mass-communications media, which will be held in London at the 
end of September. Director of the engineering department Radi 
A1 Khas will represent Jordan Television at these meetings. 


Newly-formed society aims to tackle problem of liver diseases 


By Oiga Mikhael 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Liver disease is des- 
cribed by one of Jordan’s dis- 
tinguished doctors. Dr. Ala’aed- 
din Touqan, as “one of the most 
dangerous and fatal diseases, as 
over a million people in the world, 
ranging between the ages of thirty 
and fourty, die annually from dif- 
ferent kinds of liver diseases." 

A study was recently carried put 
by volunteer doctors at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan at the request of 
the newly-established Society for 
the Friends of Liver Patients. 
The study, conducted on 126 liver 
patients, schockingly revealed 
that seventy per cent of these pat- 
ients cany the chronic type of liver 
disease Hepatitis B. The study 
also showed that liver disease in 
Jordan is increasing due to neg- 
ligence and lack of awareness 
amongst the population and lack 
of interest from responsible bod- 
ies. 

Mqjor health problem 

The Jordanian Society for the 
Friends of Liver Patients, est- 
ablished two months ago. is ven- 
turing on a new humanitarian pro- 
ject catering for patients with liver 
diseases which is becoming a 
major health problem in Jordan in 
all its medical epidemological 
social and economical aspects. 

The medical research carried 
out by the volunteer specialists in 
Jordan shows that liver diseases 
represent a serious health hazard, 
being a major cause of death 
among patients in their productive 
years- There are over 100 dif- 
ferent types of liver disorders that 
can cause incalculable human suf- 
fering and the problem is exa- 
cerbated in Jordan because the 
incidence of viral-induced liver 
disease in the country is app- 
roximately ten times that of some 
other countries in the world. 

The reddish-brown solid argan, 
the liver, which has more than 500 

separate functions, can be effected 


by poor dietary habits, metabolic 
disturbances, toxic or infectious 
agents, obstruction of bile ducts, 
circulatory disturbances or inv- 
asion by cancerous growths. 

Malnutrition is the most com- 
mon cause of liver disease, par- 
ticularly in poor areas where peo- 
ple are prone to infection as they 
Lack the means for specialised att- 
ention. 

Lack of knowledge 

“Up until now, a major problem 
has been the lack of knowledge 
and interest about the pattern of 
liver diseases in Jordan, which 
resulted from the lack of support 
and providing facilities for res- 
earchers in this field. One con- 
sequence of this has been the 
non -recognition of the sus- 
ceptibility of poor people to liver 
infections and their serious con- 
sequences. Another has been the 
lack of information available to 
the public regarding liver disease 
and their causes such as infections 
and environmental agents inc- 
luding chemicals and some 
drugs,” Dr. Touqan, a gastro- 
intestinal and liver specialist, told 
the Jordan Times. 

“In Jordan we acknowledge 
‘ three main kinds of liver dis- 
orders, Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B 
and Non A — Non B. Hepatitis B 
is the most chronic and fatal form 
of liver disease which can lead to 
cirrhosis and cancer of the liver " 
Dr. Touqan said. “This virus can 
be transferred through different 
ways such as blood transfusions, 
saliva secretion, sexual int- 
ercourse, parental transmission 
from mother to newborn infants 
and even throagh close contact 
with Hepatitis B carriers,” Dr. 
Touqan added. 

These frets about this dan- 
gerous disease prompted 22 pro- 
fessionals to look into the mag- 
nitude of this problem in a sci- 
entific way. The 1 1 volunteer pro- 
fessionals formed the society with 
an ultimate aim of establishing a 
centre for liver diseases. 

"The society’s main aim is to 


help patients with liver diseases to 
cover their own financial costs, as 
well as directing them to spe- 
cialised centres”, Mrs. Rand a 
Touqan, president of the society, 
said in an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Financial needs 

“The idea behind forming such 
a society evolved from a group of 
specialised doctors who were 
aware of the magnitude of the 
problem, but who were unable to 
move in the absence of financial 
backing and a semi-official body 
to work through as a minimum 
requirement” she said. . 

“However, the insufficient fin- 
ancing is a major obstacle facing 
our researchers who are unable to 
conduct accurate and scientific 
studies, without financial support. 
One of our aims is to supply these 
financial means for them," Mrs. 
Touqan continued. 

Another aim, she said, is to 
promote, sponsor and hold local 
national and international con- 
ferences and symposia on subjects 
related to liver-diseases, for both 
physicians and layman. The soc- 
iety has already embarked on such 
a programme and they held a sem- 
inar at the University of Jordan 
last month which discussed types 
of liver diseases and com- 
plications. 

"Knowing that lack of kno- 
wledge about the pattern of liver 
disease in Jordan is the main pro- 
blem we are facing, the society will 
work on nurturing public awa- 
reness and understanding of liver 
disease and its serious com- 
plications through the mass 
media”, said Mrs. Touqan. “Of 
course, oil these aims should be 
institutionalised, so we will be 
working on establishing a centre 
for researching and treating liver 
diseases on a national level” she 
added. 

"What we mean by increasing 
public awareness on liver disease 
is not only educating people to 
acknowledge the disease as a dan- 


gerous one, rather we are aiming 
at reducing the number of suf- 
ferers," Dr. Touqan said. "In the 
West, people who are suffering 
from Hepatitis B are less than one 
per cem of the population, mainly 
among homosexuals while in Jor- 
dan over five per cem of the pop- 
ulation are suffering from Hep- 
atitis B Dr. Touqan added. 

Vaccination 

“Nowadays we can treat Hep- 
atitis B cases through a new vac- 
cination that is very expensive and 
not massively produced," Dr. 
Touqan explained. “ Therefore, 
we need to categorise the cases in 
Jordan in order to vaccinate the 
high risk groups which include 


people working in hospitals, lab- 
oratory technicians, who deal dir- 
ectly with blood, people who are 
on dialysis machines, people who 
work on these machines and drug 
IV. users are all classified as high 
risk groups." Dr. Touqan said. 

Dr. Touqan went on to say that 
vaccination can reduce 50 percent 
of cirrhosis and liver concur which 
are the two fatal and chronic dis- 
eases associated with Hepatitis B, 
and added that this is the only can- 
cer that can be prevented through 
vaccination. "This is why the soc- 
iety is emphasising the issue of 
having a national centre for liver 
diseases, and any contribution 
towards this aim is more than wel- 
comed.” Dr. Touqan concluded. 
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Focus on the roots 

THE BOMBING of the American embassy in Beirut this 
week, the third such major attack against American ins- 
tallations in Lebanon during the past 17 months, raises 
the same questions that we have been asking for more like 
17 years. 

To ascribe this and other attacks against American 
interests simply as the demented acts of international 
terrorism, as the American leadership seems keen to do, 
is only half correct. 

Yes, this was a horrible deed, leaving many innocent 
people dead or injured. Nobody in their right mind could 
possibly condone it. Nobody could justify it, or attempt to 
excuse it. But the larger question remains unanswered: 
Will the American leadership and people insist on seeing 
it only as the latest in a series of wild terrorist attacks, or 
will they focus more seriously on the relationship between 
American policy in the Middle East and the growing 
anti-Americanism that permeates the region? 

Yes, this is terrorism at its worst. But it neither ema- 
nates from a political vacuum, nor will it fade away 
simply by being universally condemned, by Americans, 
by ourselves, by honourable people everywhere, as a 
grotesque and savage act. There Is only one thing that 
thinking people can do in the face of such senseless death, 
and that is to work hard to make sure that the sen- 
selessness of such actions in the Middle East is tackled at 
its root causes. To focus on the root causes of our Middle 
Eastern cycle of death remains the highest order of the 
day, for ail people involved in the Middle East. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: U.S. against the world again 

THE UNITED States, administration has threatened to withdraw 
from the Inter-Parliamentary Union because world parliamentarians 
have become increasinglyinclined to cpndemn Israel's actions com- 
mitted against the Arab people. If Washington decides to pull out. 
then that will be a second time, the U.S. withdraws from an int- 
ernational organisation because of its support of Israel, the first being 
UNESCO. 

The American administration might take such a step because it is 
entirely biased towards Israel.' supporting all that it does and all the 
crimes it commits in Lebanon and the occupied Arab lands. 

If the world parliamentarians choose to condemn Israel's actions, 
it is that they are representing the feelings of hundreds of millions of 
people around the globe and if the U.S. withdraws from the union, 
this means that Washington is taking a hostile action towards the 
international community and siding with the condemned criminals. 

We believe (hat the U.S. will take such a step because over the past 
years we came to know the nature of American policies in the Middle 
East and elsewhere in the world. In fact support for Zionism has 
become a trump card for U.S. presidential contenders. Any U.S. 
president has to condone and support Israel's crimes and aggression 
so as to win the votes of the Jewish community, and ensure victory. 
Therefore, American leaders are expected to. take constant- hostile 
attitudes towards the Arabs to please Israel and to confront the 
international community so as to win the favour of world Zionism. 

Al Dastour: U.S. short of information? 

THE UNITED States is sending envoys and experts to the Middle 
East in order to determine the motives behind the attack on the U.S. 
embassy in Beirut. We are surprised to hear such news and wonder if 
Washington is in need of more information about the situation in the 
region or further knowledge about the motives behind the current 
tension in Lebanon and other areas in the Middle East. But for the 
benefit of the new envoys, we say that the current tension and 
bloodshed is a direct result of the U.S. policies in this region. 

It is because the Linked States has been ignoring justice and the 
right of people to self-determination and freedom that tension exists 
in this region. It is because the U.S. is blindly and totally biased 
towards Israel's aggressive policies and criminal actions directed 
against the Arab Nation that the attacks come on U.S. missions. We 
remind the envoys of the recent U.S. veto at the U.N. Security 
Council which killed a resolution that would have called on Israel to 
desist from committing criminal actions against the people of sou- 
thern Lebanon, and of the rejection by Washington of the proposed 
international peace conference on the Middle East. We also remind 
the envoys of the U-S.-Israeli strategic alliance agreement which 
places Washington in the same trench with the Israelis vis-a-vis the 
Arabs. 

The attack on the LLS. embassy in Beirut should open the minds 
and eyes of U.S. leaders on the real situation in the region and should 
bring home to them the real sufferings of the Middle East people at 
the hands of Zionist aggressors. 

Sawt Al Shaab: No winner in Lebanon 

PERHAPS THE attack on the U.S. embassy in Beirut was ins- 
trumental in bringing the senses back to all parties involved in the 
Lebanese conflict. The attack proved beyond doubt that Lebanon 
could be a cemetery for them all and none will ever come out 
victorious. So they have started to show some signs of retreat from 
their previous positions. 

President Gemayel of Lebanon and the opposition leaders have 
come to agreement on issues that earlier seemed unsurmoun table, 
following a compromise on the part of each side. The antagonists in 
the northern town of Tripoli have finally come to agreement on a 
peace formula to end the conflict. Israel has decided, following 
Urquhart’ s visit to Tel Aviv and Beirut, to withdraw its forces from 
Lebanon, and the U.N. envoy was reported optimistic that a wit- 
hdrawal will finally come about. 

Syria for its pan is faced with Israel, the Falangists, the PLO and 
the Muslim groups in Tripoli, and has decided to make a truce with 
the Lebanese factions and try to reestablish peace in Lebanon to gain 
time for stocktaking and reconsideration. 

Therefore, the present moment can be taken for a golden opp- 
ortunity for the Lebanese to reestablish peace and stability in their 
country . They must benefit from the current situation and join hands 
to end the war and start rebuilding their country. 
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Tapline and Jordan come to terms 


By Fahed Fanek 


THE GOVERNMENT of 
Jordan reached a new accord 
last week with the Taplipe 
Company which ended a dis- 
pute over the future of the pip- 
eline and funding the cost of its 
running. 

The Tapline Co. committed 
itself to supplying Jordan with 
all its needs of crude oil, and 
Jordan in return accepted to 
absorb the full cost of keeping 
the line in operation, estimated 
to be $26.7 million, but not the 
social costs of $15 million a 
year. 

The agreement is cancellable 
by either party giving a two 
year advance notice, but nei- 
ther party can serve such a not- 
ice before October 1985, 
which means that the minimum 
duration of the new arr- 
angement is three, years, but 
there is no reason to believe 
that it will not continue for a 
longer period. 


The fact that the Tapline was 
ready to supply Jordan with its 
needs of crude oil is not a costly 
undertaking, especially when 
we take into account the pre- 
sent glut in the oil markets, and 
the drop in the spot prices 
below the $29 per barrel pay- 
able by Jordan, being the off- 
icial price of OPEC. 

The only concession on this * 
count is that the Tapline all- 
owed a45 days grace period for 
payment which means a for- 
gone interest of 43 cents per 
barreL 

The cost which will be rei- 
mbursed by Jordan to the Tap- 
line is the actual cost incurred 
to keep the line operational, 
(excluding social expenses). 
This cost is estimated to be 
$25-27 million in the first year 
according to the Tapline bud- 
get but will be subject to var- 
iation in the future. 

Since the government of 


Jordan Is shouldering this cost, 
it wlD have the right to examine 
and approve the annual budget 
of the Tapline before-hand and 
to audit the company’s books 
of accounts to satisfy itself that 
it is charged only with the act- 
ual necessary cost of operation. 

The Tapline has previously 
served Jordan an impossible 
notice to shut off the line as of 
the end of 1985 on financial 
grounds, despite the fact that it 
is the only fneans of importing 
crude oil to the country. 

It also offered to sell the pip- 
eline to the government of Jor- 
dan for a nominal price, but 
Jordan declined the offer. 

Petroleum Economist, the 
respected international energy 
monthly magazine published in 
its July 84 issue that within 
months of announcing it. that 
Tapline, would close entirely at 
the end of 1985, the Saudi 


Authorities have announced its 
resurrection, because it has a 
major role to play in Saudi 
domestic plans, while also sup- 
plementing export capacity of 
the much bigger Petrolinc out- 
let. 

The reason given by Pet- 
roleum Economist for the 
switch in policy is the need to 
supply 160,000 b/d of crude to 
the refinery planned for Al- 
Qasim province. Construction 
contracts for this project are 
now being placed, and start-up 
is set for late 1987. The loc- 
ation chosen is 35 kilometres 
north of Buraydah. Since the 
latter is on the route of Pet- 
roline, a spur was laid to the 
new refinery site a couple of 
years ago. 

As a result h was decided 
that the almost -defunct Tap- 
line could be used instead. 
Aram co. which is overseeing 


Al-Qasim refinery dev- 
elopment for Petromin, will 
now lay a spur from Al- 
Qaysumah on Tapline. Pet- 
roline will in effect gain a fur- 
ther 160,000 b/d of export thr- 
oughout. 

The Tapline therefore bec- 
ame more accommodating to 
Jordan, which uoder-wrote the 
interim cost of keeping the pipe 
alive. 

Jordan used to pay only 50 
cents per barrel as a fee for 
using the line. This cost will 
now jump more than three fold 
to become around $1 .60, dep- 
ending on the quantity imp- 
orted. This is still less than the 
$2.55, which the Tapline was 
claiming to cover all ope- 
rational and soda! costs. 

The agreement signed last 
week did not specifically state 
that the cost paid by Jordan will 
be reduced if and when the. 
pipe is being, used for other 


proposes, but the preamble 
refers to. the pipe being ope- 
rated solely for Jordan's. needs 
as a justification for having to 
pick up its entire operational 
cost. This implies that as soon 
as the Tapi me starts, to sene 
other purposes, or it becomes 
evident that it will the cost 
payable by Jordan will be rev- 
ised. 

The -Tapline Co. cat- 
egorically denies that the line is 
planned or will be used at any 
rime for any propose except 
supplying Jordan, it remains to 
be seen whether this- is so. 

It is worth noting that the 
Saudi government, for obvious 
reasons, kept its distance from 
all negotiations over Tapline. It 
preferred to leave the gov- 
ernment of Jordan to deal with 
the Tapline (in theory a private 
company) rather than make ita 
state to state affair. 


Beirut bombings raise Americans’ 
anger, pose security questions 


By Rodney Pinder 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Three mas- 
sive Beirut bombings with a com- 
bined toll of more than 300 dead 
have raised American anger as 
well as questions on security aga- 
inst “terrorism" and official hints 
of reprisals. 

“Why has the administration 
been unable to provide protection 
after hundreds of deaths? Heads 
should roll,” one television com- 
mentator declared after Thu- 
rsday’s attack on the U.S. Emb- 
assy in Lebanon which killed up to 
40 people. 

Security analysts repeatedly 
questioned how a vehicle loaded 
with half a tonne of explosives 
could get near the mission after 
similar devastating raids on the 
former U.S. Embassy and military 
headquarters in Beirut last year. 

President Reagan and other 
U.S. officials declined to say if the 
United States would take revenge. 

But Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger said action was being 
considered. “We have all possible 
options for a response, 5 ’ he told 
reporters in Dallas. \ ul 


Senators said they were sat- 
isfied that security had been inc- 
reased after last year’s attacks, but 
called for tighter safeguards at the 
Beirut embassy. 

Senator Patrick Leahy of Ver- 
mont. one of a group of “shocked, 
concerned, frustrated" lawmakers 
briefed by the State Department 
on the bombing, said a ream of 
security experts was on its way to 
Lebanon. 

U.S. officials said the casualty 
toll would have been worse if not 
for precautions taken after last 
year’s bombs. 

But Senator Lany Pressler of 
South Dakota said he was tro- 
ubled to learn the gate to the emb- 
assy compound was opened, while 
Lebanese sentries checked the 
truck carrying the bomb. 

Yonah Alexander, a terrorism 
expert with Washington's Geo- 
rgetown University, just back 
from Lebanon, told Reuters he 
had been disturbed by what he saw 
as a lack of security at the emb- 
assy. 

“You - can’t stop a truck loaded 
with explosives with a few guards 
and rifles," he said, “You need 
tanksland missiles that can blow it 


up" 

The senator’s anger and fru- 
stration that U.S. military power 
appeared unable to protect its cit- 
izens abroad recalled their tes- 
tiness during extensive hearings 
11 months ago on the October 
bombing that killed 241 ser- 
vicemen in Beirut. 

But Marine Commandant Gen- 
eral Paul Kelley warned senators 
then that future terrorist attacks 
and more U.S. casualties were vir- 
tually certain and unpreventable. 

“There are skilled, professional 
terrorists out there right now who 
are examining our vulnerabilities 
and making devices which are des- 
igned to kill Americans, lo.ts of 
Americans, around the world," he 
said. 

The right-wing Heritage Fou- 
ndation, a. private Washington 
think tank, Thursday published a 
paper by international terrorism 
expert Samuel Francis that said 
the United States had to develop 
clear guidelines on the use of cov- 
ert action against terrorist org- 
anisations and their supporters. 

While the Reagan adm- 
inistration had begun tightening 
security-after the October bom- 


bing, a clear and comprehensive 
anti-terrorism policy was still lac- 
king, be said. 

Francis compiled figures sho- 
wing 1.559 terrorist attacks had 
been staged against U.S. targets 
worldwide between 1979 and 
1983, killing 312 Americans. 

Five U.S. ambassadors have 
been murdered since 1968, he 
said. Other targets included bus- 
inessmen, tourists, missionaries, 
military and foreign service off- 
icers and military bases. 

“Not one of the terrorist attacks 
on Americans since 1981 had tri- 
ggered U.S. retaliation." he 
noted. 

He added that while the adm- 
inistration. particularly Secretary 
of State George Shultz, tended to 
talk of pre-emptive strikes or ret- 
aliation and to describe int- 
ernational terrorism as a form of 
war. “actual policies inc- 
orporating these ideas have yet to 
be announced.” 

After the October bombing. 
President Reagan told the nation 
in a televised news conference it 
must not blame military com- 
-manders on the scene. He ass- 
umed fulLpersonal responsibility. 



Reagan urges Americans to ‘seize and shape’ future 


WATERBURY, Connecticut — 
President Reagan, in the midst of 
his campaign for re-election, has 
challenged the American people 
to seize and shape the future by 
crossing new frontiers in science, 
technology and space. 

As befits an incumbent far 
ahead in the public opiniou sur- 
veys of voter sentiment. Mr. Rea- 
gan continued the leisurely pace of 
his early campaigning by att- 
ending rallies in Waterbury, Con- 
necticut, and Hammonton, New 
Jersey, SepL 19, and he planned 
an additional foray Sept. 20 to 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and Grand 
Rapids. Michigan. 

At the rally in Waterbury, the 
president said, “The future is out 
there waiting to be seized and sha- 
ped. Great new frontiers in sci- 
ence, technology and space are 
waiting to be discovered and pus- 
hed back. And we can do it." 

Mr. Reagan called on Ame- 
ricans to transform their lives at 
home by creating millions of new 
jobs, especially for those chr- 
onically unemployed: by rev- 
italising older cities with new ind- 
ustry and business; by reforming 
the tax code; and by improving the 
efficiency of the U.S. public school 
system. 

The president’s trip to the nor- 
theast was marked by implicit and 


explicit allusions to the presidency 
of John F. Kennedy, who captured 
the imagination of Americans a 
quarter centuiy ago with the cha- 
llenge of exploring a “new fro- 
ntier." 

At the same time, the Rep- 
ublican president drew around 
himself the leadership mantle of 
such other Democratic titans as 
Harry Truman and Franklin Roo- 
sevelt. 

As did Mr. Kennedy. Mr. Rea- 
gan is couching his campaigning in 
terms of a future firmly rooted in 
traditional American values of 
hard work, religion and family 
ties. As did Kennedy, Reagan is 
preaching the politics of optimism 
about America's place in the 
world and confidence in its ability 
to meet the challenges of per- 
fecting society at home and lea- 
ding a technology revolution abr- 
oad. 

And as he has in previous cam- 
paign appearances, Reagan again 
told his audiences that he per- 
ceived a new spirit in the country 
— a new patriotism based on tra- 
ditional moral values. 

In Hammonton, be said, “I 
think there is a new feeling of pat- 
riotism in our land, a recognition 
that, by any standard, America is a 
■decent and generous place, a force 
for good in the world — and we're 


a little tired of hearing people run 
her down- We’ve come through 
some tough times ... and we’re 
going forward with values that 
have never failed us when we’ve 
lived up to them: dignity of work; 
love of family and nei- 
ghbourhood; faith in God; belief 
in peace through strength; and a 
commitment to protect the fre- 
edom which is our legacy as Ame- 
ricans.” 

Since he formally opened his 
re-election campaign Sept. 2, Mr. 
Reagan has been making only two 
-or three brief political trips a 
week, a reflection of his high sta- 
nding in surveys of opinion — 
whether those taken by his own 
organisation, by the* opposition 
Democratic Party or by the non- 
partisan, privately-owned polling 
businesses. 

Mr. Reagao appears well ahead 
in all geographic regions of the 
country, and is favoured by both 
sexes and most ethnic groupings. 
He has been content, thus far, to 
contrast bis own optimism about a 
bright future of endless pos- 
sibilities for prosperity growing 
outof the technological excellence 
of American enterprise with what 
he describes as the misery and 
malaise of the administration of 
Jimmy Carter. 

In Waterbmy, the president was 



speaking to a sympathetic aud- 
ience when he reminded them that 
Americans have more money to 
spend and less taxes to pay while 
inflation has receded. Con- 
necticut* s economy, fuelled by 
spending on its defence industries, 
has become one of the strongest in 
the nation in recent months, with 
unemployment below the national 
average, and the median family 
income among the highest of the 
50 states. 

In the Waterbury region, a slice 
of Connecticut embracing some of 


the finest scenic features of the 
state as well as its most ingenious 
small entrepreneurs. Reagan add- 
ressed a populace heavily Roman 
Catholic in its religious pre- 
ference, and predominantly from 
the stock of immigrants who came 
to the United States from Europe 
late in the 19th Centroy. 

It is a city that gave its heart to 
Kennedy, a Democrat from nea- 
rby Massachusetts; residents tur- 
ned out in the tens of thousands at 
' 3 a.m. to greet Kennedy when he 
was a presidential candidate in 
1960, an event so unlikely that it 
has taken its place in the myt- 
hology of American politics. 

The composition of their pop- 
ulations makes both Waterbury 
and Hammonton — an Italian- 
American farm-based community 
— ideal testing places for Mr. 
Reagan’s message, directed at 
men and women usually con- 
sidered to be leaning towards the 
Democratic Party. These are eth- 
nic populations with roots in sou- 
thern and Eastern Europe, union 
households and Catholics. 

He is pledging he will not rest 
until every American who wants 
to work has found a job, adding, 
.“our goal is an American opp- 
ortunity society giving everyone 
not only an equal chance, but a 
much greater chance to pursue the 


American dream.” 

Reminding voters of his own 
conversion, a generation ago. 
from the Democratic Party to the 
Republican Party, Mr. Reagan 
invited those “loyal to the (Dem- 
ocratic) Party of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. Harry Truman and 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy — peo- 
ple who believe in protecting the 
interests of working people, and 
who are not ashamed or afraid of 
America standing for freedom in 
the world — we say to you: join 
us.” 

Mr. Reagan recalled Mr. Ken- 
nedy’ s fabled visit to Waterbury in 
summing up his view of the Ame- 
rican political condition, circa 
1984. He noted that Mr. Ken- 
nedy, exhausted as his campaign 
neared its successful conclusion, 
came to the balcony of a local 
hotel to greet the 3 a.m. throng. 
“ He... looked down at them.” Mr. 
Reagan said of Mr. Kennedy, 
“and he smiled in the glow. And 
even though it was fall it seemed 
like springtime... I see our country 
today and 1 think it is springtime 
for America once again... and I 
think John Kennedy would be 
proud of you and the things you 
believe in, proud of the stoutness 
of your hearts and the vision in 
your souL” 

— U.S. Information Agency. 


Old passions revived 35 years after division of Germany 


By Ralph Boulton 

Reuter 

EAST BERLIN — East German 
leaders are leading an emotional 
debate over the division of Ger- 
many exactly 35 years after the 
two German states struggled from' 
the war ruins of a shattered cou- ' 
ntry. 

Prime Minister Willi Stoph ear- 
lier this month evoked emotions 
of decades past when he called the 
founding of the West German 
state in September, 1949 an act of 
“national betrayal”. 

Writing in the Communist Party 
journal Einheit, he said est- 
ablishment of the “German Dem- 
ocratic Republic” (GDR) in the 
Soviet-liberated zone a month 
.later only answered efforts by the 
.Western allies — the United Sta- 
tes, Britain and France — to turn 
the blade of “German imp- 
erialism” against Moscow. 

The betrayal charge, which sta- 
'rtled many East Germans, ref- 


lected a new emphasis here on the 
common roots of the two German 
states after decades in which 
Communist officials sought to 
expunge the word “German” 
from every possible walk of life. 

The new spirit was embodied in. 
the restoration to its plinth four 
years ago of a statue of Frederick 
the Great, a Prussian emperor 
who pushed the borders of Ger- 
man influence eastwards in the 
18 th century. For decades he had 
been “disowned” by official East 
German historians. 

It also looms large in statements 
by East German leaders such as 
Stoph and Erich Honecker, 
Communist Party chief and bead 
of state, as the 35th anniversaiy 
celebrations approached. 

East Germany is praised as the 
embodiment of all democratic 
traditions that survived the old 
authoritarian order. 

West Germany, by contrast, is 
seen as having harboured the dar- 
kest militarist traits of the German. 


heritage. This picture was used by 
Moscow in a recent anti-Bonn 
campaign that was followed by 
cancellation of Mr. Honecker’ s 
planned visit to West Germany. 

The press campaign also stirred 
spirits in Bonn, where Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl flew in the face'of 
East European critics by restating 
a commitment to reunification. 
- His words were reported here as a 
direct spur to “militarists” . 

Communist leaders are exp- 
ected to hammer home this mes- 
sage at an anniversary parade on 
Oct. 7 when soldiers goose-step 
through East Berlin inn display of 
military might and determination 
to defend the “socialist fat- 
herland”. 

Mr. Honecker, who like his lea- 
dership colieagues,lived through 
the dramatic post-war years, lau- 
ded his country recently as “the 
socialist Germany.” 

But Mr. Honecker warned that 
socialism and capitalism “can be 
mixed as easily as fire and water." 


Politburo member Gueuter 
Mittag made it clear in a magazine 
article that East Germany con- 
sidered the division final. 

“History has long decided. 
There are two states — the cap- 
italist FRG (Federal Republic of 
Germany — West Germany) and 
the socialist GDR (East Ger- 
many). Those are the realities,” he 
wrote. 

Italian Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti also stoked the debate 
last week when he said the division 
of Germany should be preserved 
in the interest of European sec- 
urity. The Bonn government rea- 
cted furiously, summoning the Ita- 
lian ambassador to explain the 
remarks. 

But the East Germans defended 
Mr. Andreotti 1 s remarks as a mere 
statement of reality. 

The recent Soviet bloc press 
attacks charged that “revanchist” 
forces in West Germany, far from 
accepting thesejealhies, sought to 
restore a reunited Germany to its 


1937 borders, annexing areas 
since ceded to Poland and the Sov- 
iet Union. 

Wed German leaders, who see 
their republic as the only dem- 
ocratic German state founded on 
free elections, vehemently deny 
any sinister plans to “change the 
map of Europe". They point to 
treaties signed with East Eur- 
opean states in the 1970s as pro- 
viding ample proof of this. 

However, the Bonn con- 
stitution commits them to the 
long-term goal of reunification 
and forbids formal ack- 
nowledgement of the division of 
Germany. This effectively pre- 
vents Bonn ever recognising East 
Germany as a folly sovereign 
state. 

1 Inter-German relations, it 
seems, are destined to be haunted 
by the ghosts of 1945 for the for- 
seeable future. Each state blames 
‘the other for the original. schism. 
Bonn cherishes dreams of rev- 


ersing it while East Berlin score 
the notion. 

When the Soviet Union and th 
Western allies divided defeats 
Germany into four occupatio: 
zones in 1945, few expected th 
emergence and survival of twi 
separate states. 

But both have now been foil 
incorporated as loyal and inc 
reasingiy strong members of mui 
ually hostile military blocs. 

Even senior Western official 
acknowledge a reunited Genua 
state would alarm not only th 
Soviet Union, which lost 20 mi 
lion people in the war, but also th 
"Western allies — especially Frs 
nee which has suffered two Gel 
man occupations this century. 

. “Let’s not fool ourselves that i 
IS just Moscow Standing in the wa 
of German reunification. Our ow 
allies would also think twice abot 
such a development,” one Bon 
official commented privately rec 
ently. J 
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Birthplace of Confucious 
is rising again 


Islam has a subtle, unique approach to information 
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QUFU, China-— The birthplace 
of China's greatest sage, Con- 
fucius, is. coming alive againj 10 
years after it was ravaged by ven- 
geful Maoists, as local people pre- 
pare to revive the ancient Con- 
fudan rites. 

The rural town of Qufu, in Sha- 
ndong province south of Peking, is 
hardly the obvious home of one of 
the world’s most influential- thi- 
nkers. 

Yet 2,500 years ago Confucius 
was bom here and lived here for 
much of his Kfe, during which he 
formulated a philosophy con- 
cerned with education, social 
order and good government -that 
became the basis of Chinese soc- 
iety. and. government until the 
-Communist takeover in 1949. 

Reverence wastumed into con- 
. tempt when the late Chairman 
Mao Tsetung and his radical fol- 
lowers blamed the sage for all 
China's past ills and savagely per- 
secuted his political opponents by 
accusing them of being Con- 
fadans 

For Qufu, tt was disaster. Cha- 
irman Mao’s fanatical Red Guards 
.descended, smashing and scarring 
the sage's huge ancestral temple, 
home and grave which dominate 
the town. 

But officially, Confucius is now 
seen as a great educationalist and 
-the stultifying effects of Con- 
fucianism on 'China are blamed 
more on his later followers than on 
the sage. 

In the current political climate, 
the local authorities have realised 
that Confucius is a potential gol- 
dmine of tourism. 

The town is already fall of Chi- 


nese tourists, while the number of 
.foreign visitors is approaching 
10,000 a year. 

"Foreigners now stay in the old 
and labyrinthine mansion that was 
the home of Confucius’ des- 
.oendants who oversaw the len- 
gthy rituals tradition demanded 
in his temple next door. 

But soon they will be acc- 
ommodated over the road in a new 
guest bouse being built in tra-' 
ditkmal style where they may miss 
the evocative atmosphere of the 
old family home but where, the 
- builders say, the water taps and' 
air-conditioning will work. 

A sign of the times are the 
crowds of bicycle rickshaw drivers 
who virtually force passing tou- 
rists into their vehicles to show 
them the sights at a price. 

Meanwhile, members of the 
local teachers college have been 
practising the old ceremonies to 
put on a show this week, when" 
they w3T don traditional robes, 
bang gongs and generally try to 
recreate the old rites. 

Unfortunately, as at many of 
China’s old cultural sites, previous 
government iconoclastic cam- 
paigns have made the task of the 
restorers almost impossible. 

The Shandong Fine Arts Ins- 
titute is hard at work among the 
old buildings but the amount of 
damage wrought makes their task i 
more one of reconstruction than 
restoration. 

One carpenter was replacing 
the fine carvings on the altar tables 
of the temple. Apart from the 
basic framework, almost all the 
finery had gone and although he 
had done his best, it clearly fell 
short of the original’s standard. 

The local council said it is spe- 
nding the equivalent of several 
million dollars on general repairs. 


The Third International Seminar on Islamic Thought was held in 
Kuala Lumpur- Malaysia July 26-31, 1984. The seminar was org- 
anised by the International Institute of Islamic Thought with the coo- 
peration of the Malaysian Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports, 
Following is the first of a two-part paper . prominent Jordanian 
journalist, film-maker and writer Ibrahim Aim Nab contributed to ike 
seminar. 


Science fiction merger 


By Russell Blinch 

• , ' ' : Reuter 

TORONTO.-— It was not exactly 
loye at first sight, but two of the. 
world's largest publishers of rom- 
antic fiction have patched up their 
differences and concluded a mar- 
riage of necessity. 

In a bid to" revive flagging sales. 
Harlequin Enterprises of Toronto 
agreed recently to pay $10 million 
to buy its major U S. rival. Sil- 
houette, from Simon and Sch- 
uster. 

In the 1970s Harlequin was the 
king of romance, making more, 
money for the Canadian Pub- 
lishing -Conglomerate Tors tar 
than all its other divisions com- 
bined, including Canada's IargesC 
newspaper, the Toronto Star. 

Catering almost exclusively to 
women, Harlequin built a huge 
publishing empire selling sanitised 
romance around the world. 

But analysts say it was the aut- 
hor of its own misfortune. In 1979, 
just when tbc market was bec- 
oming flooded with imitations. 
Harlequin ended a distribution 
deal with Simon and Schuster and 
soon found . itself facing a new 
rival. Silhouette. 

Silhouette quickly became Har- 
lequin's arch-enemy "They went 
at it tooth and nail,” says an editor 
at” the romance books division of 
Bantam in New York. 

By 1983 Harlequin's profit had 
been dashed to 5.4 million Can- 
adian dollars ($4.15 million) from 
a peak of 44.7 million dollars ($ 
34.4 million) in 1980. Sales, which 
had risen 50 per cent in the two 
previous years, fell by more than 
15 per cent to 200 mfllion books. 

- Harlequin decided the best way 


to put a little romance back into its 
sales was to patch things up with 
Simon and Schuster. 

Under the acquisition agr- 
eement, Simon and Schuster agr- 
eed to distribute both Harlequin 
and Silhouette books. 

“We certainly expect a sig- 
nificant increase in our bottom 
line,” Harlequin President David 
Galloway tokl Reuters in an int- 
erview. "There was a glut in the 
market, but that happens in pub- 
lishing. When something looks 
good everybody jumps in." 

Galloway feels things can be 
turned around, but says the rom- 
antic fiction market is changing: 

"We don’t expect to recapture' 
that magic of ffie 70s? r ' “ ' 

As part of last week’s deal. Har- 
lequin will have to pay Simon and 
Schuster a portion of its profits for 
the next seven years. 

Analysts are not sure how fast 
the company can recover. 

“They key thing is whether the 
market they are addressing is the 
same growth market that it was in 
the 1970s,” said Murray Grossuer 
of Richardson Greens hields of 
Canada. 

* Most analysts predict that it wfll 
take a year for Harlequin to digest 
Silhouette. 

Harlequin is changing in an eff- 
ort to retain its dominant position. 
It has developed new publishing 
lines and the Harlequin novel is 
becoming more sexually explicit. 

“In the last few years there has- 
been a move in the market place 
towards more sensual books,” 
said Mr. Galloway. “People used 
to talk about the fantasy in the 
books, but now the books are 
more realistic.” 


Dear Brothers, 

Assalamu alaikum. 

M w 

IN THE NAME of Allah, the All 
Compassion and the Com- 
passionate. He who brings the day 
forth out of the night and tbs light 
out of darkness that we may see 
the light and prosper, who bro- 
ught us together here that we may 
■see His ways and re-establish His 
will in our lives. In doing so, we 
marvel at His creation and praise 
Him. 

: It is indeed an honour for me to 
be at such a gathering of dedicated 
and brilliant M uslim intellects and 
I thank the International Institute 
6f Islamic Thought .and the Uni- 
versity of Malaysia for such an 
opportunity. 

I must admit first that 1 app- 
roach my topic with no little tre- 
pidation. This is perhaps because 
the principles of Islamic inf- 
ormation have long been neg- 
lected and not brought up to date 
in the Muslim world; the concept 
therefore suffers from the lack of 
continued interest, scientific res- 
earch and lively discussion. In the 
prevailing context of the two main 
approaches to information and the 
media in the world, the third app- 
roach, which can only be Islamic 
under whatever name you may put 
it, is seldom thought of or talked 
about. 

Such a topic, with all the moral, 
philosophical, political, economic 
and cultural 1 issues that it inv- 
olves, needs broader shoulders 
than mine. One feels that It needs 
the intellectual exertions of more 
than one suffering media man like 
myself who admittedly finds it eas- 
ier to talk about the Islamic con- 
cept to media theoreticians from 
East and West and perhaps win- 
tbem over to the idea than to talk 
about it to Muslim scholars, media 
men and derision makers. 

This is perhaps because the 
.Muslim world, in its downward 
dide,.has been disinformed about 
■its own heritage, demoralised and 
almost completely de-Islamised. 
.'It would take more than sweet 
reasoning to awake the sleepers, 
flush the vested interests in the 
current status quo and get us all to 
see the terrible state we are in and 
what we should do about it. 

Theprobfem 

_ ftavfog said' thAt,' which iS'parf ' 
of the probIenL* J tine must'*hev'J ; 
ertheless try. and proceed to state 
tbc main problem which is the bas- 
tardised system of handling inf- 
ormation and the media in the 
Muslim world due to the lack of a 
reedgnised theory with aO the eth- 
ical and professional principles 
emanating from it. You will agree 
with me, I hope, that without such 
a theory which must be lucid and 
applicable, when people do not 
agree on tlm basic principles of tel- 
ling tbc truth or looking for h, the 
Muslim world can look like a bed- 
lam with no common language of 
signals among the inmates. 

The problems of information 
and the media in the Muslim world 
are not only theoretical, phi- 
losophic and ethical, but also pol- 
itical, economic and mechanical. 
Any system of meaning and sig- 
nification in any human society is 
usually informed by the type of 
socio-economic orders prevailing 
in that society. The role and place 
of the man-made media in gat- 


hering and interpreting the news 
f for instance is governed by the soc- 
ial forces at work and their relative 
power to influence the media or 
use it 

An Islamic theory of inf- 
ormation, like any other theory, 
cannot avoid discussing the per- 
tinent question of who should own 
the media in a M uslim society and 
therefore what a Muslim society is 
like. Should the m«*ia be in the 
hands of a dominating class or cla- 
sses as they are now in the East 
and West? Should they be con-- 
trolled and run by unr- 
epresentative governments as 
they are now in most “Third 
World” countries? Or should they 
be run directly by the people as 
Islamic thought requires? And in 
any case, what is the role and place 
of a managerial or professional 
class in the running of the media, 
and how much control are such 
classes to have over the editorial 
content? 

It is probably reasonable to ask 
from the outset, what Islamic the- 
ory? Is it there and has only to be 
dusted and displayed for all to see, 
or is it to be thought out according- 
to the principles of Islam? 

is it radically different from the 
theories of East and West and 
why? What are its principles? Its 
purposes? Its methodology? And 
how applicable is it in the Muslim 
world of today? And last but not 
least, how viable can such a theory 
be in the so-called electronic age? 

The Crisis of Infornanthm 

The questions are endless and 
we must find the answers for them, 
in an era of mounting problems 
which may justifiably be called the 
era of supreme crisis. For never 
before has the crisis of humanity, 
as individuals and groups, the 
Muslims included, .been So acute, 

- so extensively permeating- and so 
confuting as it is today. Unlike any 
other crisis before,. the one with us 
now is not limited in scope or asp- 
ect, it is not confined to any certain 
community, a certain geographic 
locality at a certain tune or to 
any particular socio-economic 
order. The crisis engulfs all human 
endeavour in almost every way. 
Man is not at rest with Himself or 
wit# others. 

The crisis in the world at large 
and in the Muslim world in par- 
1 titular is (Erectly related to man’s 
' miShandling of information.- Par- 
adoxically enough, the crisis rea- 
ched its apex at a time of unp- 
recedented human access to kno- 
wledge and information. The 
world produces in one hour today 
more books apd written words 
than it used to produce in a whole 
century in times past, and the pace 
is accelerating. From man’s att- 
empt to record his hieroglyphics 
on papyrus or stone to the time of 
his being able to sattellite his mes- 
sages in seconds to all corners of 
the globe, the difference is ind- 
escribable. _ 

One would expect that man's 
knowledge of himself and the uni- 
verse around him, which had 
never been so extensive before, 
woujd enable him to deal with any 
emerging crisis successfully and 
solve any problem. What is hap- 
pening however runs counter to 
this logical assumption. For it 
seems that problems and crises are 
proliferaring and increasing at dir- 
ect proportion to the increase of 


information. That is why perhaps 
we have more femmes at a time of 
more food and more ways to pro- 
duce it And the more we know 
the less we know better. 

The escalation of the int- 
erdependence between inf- 
ormation and crisis, as illogical as 
h is, seems to doom all man's eff- 
orts to failure and to make total 
destruction of lifeon this planet an 
inevitability if something drastic is * 
not adopted 

The tragic flaw in this state of 
affairs seems not to lie in kno- 
wledge itself or its accumulated 
amount as much as in man's ina- 
bility to relate its different parts to 
each other and to himself in a 
meaningful way. When kno- 
wledge and infonnation do not 
help show the way and establish 
justice on earth, then useless is the 
knowledge that cannot be put into 
good use. 

It is worth noticing that more 
people are becoming aware of the 
oneness of God and creation and 
the equality of man. Experimental 
science has shown that it is imp- 
ossible to isolate anything com- 
pletely from anything else and that 
the atom is like the universe and 
what information lies m the whole 
universe lies also in the atom. The 
virus that comes from outer space 
billions of light years away, is ins- 
tantly recognised by corpuscles in 
the human blood upon contact 
while man’s mechanics need years 
of research to establish its nature 
and qualities. In the light of this, 
one wonders why then it is dif- 
ferent for man to reorder the 
world economy in accordance 
with the bneness of God and the 
equality of man so that each man 
can obtain his fair share of the 
produced wealth and that gifts of 
nature? Why are people being 
degraded by fighting for the spoils, 
the have-nots are pitted against 
the haves and vice-versa? Is this 
because man has somehow lost his 
innate ability to recognise the fee- 
lings and needs of his fellow man? 
And did he lose his ability because 
he has lost touch with God and 
replaced him by man-made toys of 
entertainment which are the 
media? That is a question! 

One would do wrong to assume 
that an Islamic theory of inf- 
ormation is needed only for the 
Muslim world in order to catch up. 
so to speak, with the West or East. 
Such an assumption can lead only 
to its logical carollaiy which imp- 
lies that if either approach is fit to 
make a nation great or to make a 
nation out of many races, as in the 
case of the U.S., and a universal 
state out of many nationalities as; 
In the case of the Soviet Union,:- 
then why not the Mnslim world 
adopt one of the two approaches 
or both and go ahead with the for- 
ging of a great Ummah — nation 
— or community of nations? 

Some Muslim countries have 
actually adopted such an app- 
roach, only to come out with the 
most ridiculous of results. While 
the official promoters of such an 
approach claim that they had pic- 
ked up the best in the two systems. 
the critics, (I among them) claim 
that the bastard system bears the 
ugjiest features of its parents and 
is in feet doing monstrosities by 
tearing at the fabric of Muslim soc- 
iety. The bastard system is more of 
a system of disinformation. We 
wil] see why when we review in 
brief the other two approaches of 
the East and West. 

East and West theories 

Each theory of information 
must first be informed by a view of I 
man and society. The capitalistic 


view, which claims to be the 
liberal-pluralistic, views society as 
a complex of competing groups 
and interests, some of them pre- 
dominant all the time. Media org- 
anisations are seen as bounded 
organisational systems, enjoying 
an important degree of autonomy 
from the state, political parties 
and institutional pressure groups. 
Control of the media is said to be 
in the hands of an autonomous 
managerial elite who allow a con- 
siderable degree of flexibility to 
media professionals. A basic 
'symmetry is seen to exist between 
media institutions and their aud- 
iences. Marxists, however, view 
capitalistic society as being one of 
class domination; the media are 
seen as part of an ideological arena 
in which class views are fought out 
within the context of the dom- 
inance of certain classes; ultimate 
control is increasingly con- 
centrated in monopoly capital. 
Media professionals, while enj- 
oying the illusion of autonomy, 
are socialised into and internalise 
the norms of the dominant cul- 
ture. The media, taken as a whole, 
relay interpretive frameworks 
consonant with the interests of the 
dominant classes. Media aud- 
iences while sometimes neg- 
otiating and contesting these fra- 
meworks, lack ready access to alt- 
ernative meaning systems that 
would enable them to reject the 
definitions offered by the media in 
favour of consistently opp- 
ositional definitions. This is to say 
that the audiences are captives in 
luxury hotels. 

The so-called liberal-pluralist 
view of the Mancist approach 
however is not any more cha- 
ritable. The managerial class in 
the Socialist Camp is seen as self- 
serving and self-perpetuating no 
less than the dominant classes in 
the West but even with more 
power and less subtlety. For it uses 


the media as a vehicle, not even an 
arena, for its one way ideology 
with not much of a room for dis- 
sent or for the audiences to form 
■Any kind of oppositional fra- 
mework. While opposition is all- 
owed in the West, cajoled and 
manipulated, no such luxury is 
given to it in the East. 

From an Islamic point of view, 
which is basically centrist, there is 
more in common between the 
other two approaches than any of 
them cares to admit. The rich Isl- 
amic triangular relationship bet- 
ween God, man and society is red- . 
uced in both camps to a linear two 
dimensional relationship between 
man and society. While God is 
decclared officially dead in the 
Socialist Camp, he is treated as 
officially redundant in the Wes- 
tern Camp. The West sees the ind- 
ividual, albeit theoretically, as 
having an edge on society, while 
the Marxist approach xiews soc- 
iety as having an edge over the 
individual. 

It is true that the Marxist app- 
roach is more theoretical than the 
pluralist-liberal approach, but the 
latter is more empirical and more 
open to discussion. 

Both these Camps, however, 
while competing for the minds of 
men, benefit continuously from 
each other's experiments and the- 
ory in public information much as 
they do in technology and various 
other fields. By not disagreeing on 
the basic assumption of the so- 
called death of God and the power 
of the media and the negation of 
God from their theoretical and 
empirical thinking, they seem to 
agree almost on everything else 
and differ only in style. For both 
approaches are informed by a 
mechanical man-made concept of 
society and hence the role of the 
media in it. Neither approach is far 
opposed to the other as is usually 


supposed. 

From the Islamic point of view, 
both the Eastern and Western 
approaches are preoccupied with 
media power and how to use it for 
less than sublime ends. Their stu- 
dies stem from concern for cre- 
dibility than for credence and 
truth. Theoreticians in both 
Camps busy themselves with fin- 
ding more ways and schools of 
how to say it than what to say. As a 
leading Indian filmmaker. Mr. 
Mnaralsen, President of the Ind- 
ian film Academy, put it in Tas- 
kent recently, both camps have 
less to say io us even though they 
know more of how to say it. We in 
the “Third World,” and par- 
ticularly in the Muslim world, 
should have more to say but wc 
know less how to say it. 

The technology and know-how 
of the media are in the hands of 
both Camps, not in ours. This is 
now the crux of the matter. The 
world's information system, which 
is dominated by the Mancist and 
capitalistic views is dangerously 
out of balance and out of order. In 
spite of great technological adv- 
ances, or perhaps even because of 
them, the systems do not service 
the cause of real freedom and 
truth. The audiences are either 
captive and they know it. or they 
are captives and they think they 
are free. Those whose have less to 
say arc overwhelmingly in control 
of the media systems and are con- 
tinuously improving their ways ol 
cultural and economic dom- 
ination. And those who have a lot 
to say and to scream about are 
being continuously gagged and 
robbed of their God-given right to 
know, see for themselves and to 
speak. This is happening within 
each society, the Muslim society 
included, and on a world-wide 
scale. 

' To be completed Monday 


Kenya’s tea growers pray for 
rain to match last year’s crop 


■ Record volume and high prices boosted tea to second place among 
Kenya's exports last year. But Platti WaWmeir reports that the tea 
growers need rain soon to match that performance this year. 


NAIROBI — “This is not tea,” 
says 55-year-old Mrs. Mary Nyeri 
disdainfully as she strips the par- 
ched leaves from the top of a 
young bush on her tea sbamba 
(smallholding) in the Tigoni hills 
. west of Nairobi. 

Seasonal rains in die area, as 
throughout' much of Kenya, have 
failed twice in succession and (he 
country is facing its worst drought 
in over 50 years. 

However, in spite of the dusty 
dryness of her shamba under the 
September sun, Mrs. Nyeri, elated 
by a 1 9S3 season when production 
and prices touched record highs, is 
not convinced that 1984 will turn 
out to be a lean year for tea far- 
mers. • 

Government officials and tra- 
ders largely echo her optimism, 
with one crucial qualification: the 
size of the 1984 crop will depend 
heavily on the “short rains” due to 
begin late this month or next. 

“The next two or three months 
will be critical,” says a senior tea 
board official, noting that the ind- 
ustry is about to enter its peak 
production period. “One month 
of good rain can make all the dif- 
ference.” 

Industry officials insist that for- 
ecasting there rains is pure gue- 
sswork. According to the best sce- 
nario, if rains are abundant and 


the incentive of high world market 
prices continues, production could 
reach 115 million kilogrammes, 
just short of the 1983 record high 
of 120 million kilogrammes. 

If rains are light, production 
could fall to 100 million kil- 
ogrammes, 17 per cent down on 
last year’s record but higher than 
in any other year since 1979. 

If the drought continues, 
Kenya’s 145,000 smallholders are 
expected to be disproportionately 
hard hit. Half the bushes on sma- 
llholder farms are under 10 years 
old (the age at which tea bushes 
normally reach productive mat- 
urity), and most have the rel- 
atively shallow root structure of a 
bush grown from cuttings rather 
than seed, making them less res- 
istant to drought. 

Mr~ Simon Kamuyu, general 
manager of the Kenya Tea Dev- 
elopment Authority (KTDA), 
says smallholder farms east of the 
Rift Valley (where 60 per cent of 
smallholder tea is grown) have lost 
1 5 to 20 per cent of production so 
far this year. However, he stresses 
that the smallholders could catch 
up to last year's record production 
of51 million kilogrammes (estates 
produce the remainder of output) 
if ihe short rains are abundant. 

High prices in 1983 coupled 
with record volume boosted tea 


from fourth to second place in 
Kenya's foreign exchange ear- 
nings league for the first time. 
Kenya is among the world's lop 
four tea exporters, with about ] 0 
per cent of the international mar- 
ket. 

Tea board officials are counting 
on a continuing firm world market 
to provide a further production 
incentive to farmers, who are wil- 
ling to pay labourers to pick more 
of what each bush produces if they 
can be sure that they will make a 
profit 

Kenyan producer prices for tea 
are closely linked to the world 
market price, making the country 
an exception in a continent where 
producer prices are normally kept 
low and the surplus used to sub- 
sidise government . spending. 

So far this year, prices have ave- 
raged 40 K enyan shillings (S2.70) 
per kilogramme more than twice 
1982 levels, and well above last 
year's 25.50 shillings. The Tea 
Board is expecting prices to climb 
even higher, especially if India 
repeats last year's suspension of 
certain tea exports at the end of 
the year. 

In the longer term, lea board 
officials believe Kenya's pro- 
duction could continue growing by 
about 10 per cent annually for a 
number of years, although they 
are reluctant <o put a figure on its 
ultimate potential. 

— Financial Tunes 'news feature. 
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SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM- 

☆Living 1 rooms 
☆ Dining rooms . 

☆Bedroom secs 
☆Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club 8 for children 

* Modem Danish design - Tne youtnful 

* Feather upholscerv stvle with an \ 

*panish-Fteck Hom es ^ ^ \ 

☆Tax-free if applicable ^ 

Tel. 683890 Civil defence street 








GARDENS. 

“ LEISURE 
£ CENTRE ■' ft 

'5 RESTAURANT S’ 
«S FOR THE ’ 5 

T. ELITE ■■ 


RESTAURANT 
- . ALL SEA FOOD * 
LEBANESE HORS COEUVRE 
' BABY GARDENS 
WITH ELECTRONIC TOYS 

CINERAMA 70 MM 
MOST EXCITING PICTURES 
"SWIMMING POOL 


*9biei«BSE<jf> 


TAIWAN 

TOURISWO. 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amnjan, 
Opp. Akflah Hospital 
_Airoonditioned. 

' TYPICAL CHINESE 
1 FOOD 
Open daily 
12;®) - 3:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. - midnight 

TeL 41093 . 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioiied 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 30968 


m CHEN’S 
I CHINESE 
1 RESTAURANT 

HI Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
H Engineers' Housing 
I! Estate, near Kilo 
H Supermarket 
jj Mongolian Barbeque 
m for lunch FRIDAY 
■ Tel: 818214 
M Come and taste our 
3- specialities 
jj Open daily 
£-12:00 n oon - 3:30 p.m. 
| 6:30 p.m. - Midnight I 


^jS^JUmtciub 

French Cuisine Restaurant 

THE EOVFTWM POLKLORE < 

SiS&iamatS&acc c 

&The International Franco-Arab 

RRE BIRDS BAND 

DALY BUSINESS LUNCHEON 
BUFFET 

Fix Res. Except Mondays Please » 

l* Contact ! dSO000 






To advertise in 
. this -section 



Phone 666320 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


y Agentt ail the wwW ' ’ 

I Tel: G84OM-nc2220G BESMCO JO 
MIC NumKwIwb. 

I ftO. 00X 92*4*7 

L AMMAN JORDAN a 


CALL 1 
AMMAN 
38787 
30433 • 


ftioe Our unfair advantage 



CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE H0MAM 
; SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
^ restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take' 7 away service ava- 

, ilable 

'Open dafly‘11.30 -. 3 JO - and 6:30 j 
11:00 ; 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


f B * m twlAY * tOMOMir 

*£■ 1 ■FW* WML ' 


!*. To advertise in 
;( this section 


To advertise in 
this section 



l*l-» r . 


Phone 666320 


Phone 666320 
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Aii leaves 
New York 
hospital 

NEW YORK (R) - Former 
world heavyweight boxing cha- 
mpion Mohammad Ali left a New 
York hospital and flew to Sudan 
Friday night, saying he was greatly 
relieved lus slurred speech and 
poor movement were not the res- 
ult of a serious disease. 

“Fxn in good shape. I feel rel- 
ieved. It scared me to death," Ali 
told reporters. “I just need more 
rest” 


PASSPORT LOST 

I have lost my international 
passport No. E 063722 whilst 
travelling by bus from 
! Amman to Zarqa. 

Name of holder - Nadem 
Khan 

Father's Name - Kashem 
Khan. 

Issued by Syihet, Ban- 
gladesh. 

Please contact 
P.O. Box No. 146 
AMMuqabaleln 
Amman - Jordan 


Jordan wins 1st Arab 
Youth Squash Championship 

AMMAN '(J.T.) —The National Jordanian youth squash team Sat- 
urday won the fint Arab Youth Squash Championship held In Man- 
ama, Ifahmfa 

Jordan defeated Kuwait in the Wn»l team mWfii of the competition 

who beat a jfeflow Jordanian ia the final. 

hi Saturday's final match Jordan won all three matches. Mnhanad 
Marrar beat Usama Abdnl 9-3, 9-2, 9-0. Hamed AI Saeed 

defeated Mohamad Sharqawf 9-1, 9-6, 9-7, and lyyad Kamal com- 
pleted Kuwait's rout with a 9-1, 9-1, 10-8 victory over Fakher Al 

Sayyed. 

On Sunday Jordan will be crowned champions of the first Arab 
Youth Squash Championship with Kuwait placed second, followed by 
Rghfgfa, in third piwT - Palestine in fourth and Lebanon fifth. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Brand-new JEHANBIRD like Opel Kadette, 1980 model, 
blue, customs duty unpaid, price JD 650. 

Please call 810807 or 41098. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Reasonably-priced fully-furnished, fully-equipped two bed- 
roomed apartment for rent. 

Location: Gth Circle area. For further details please contact 

Tel: 661464 




Jordan's Homed Al Saeed who won the Arab Youth Squash Cha- 
mpionship singles title Saturday and belpfcd Jordan win the team's 
title. Al Saeed won the a H- Jordanian final when be beat iris com- 
patriot and teammate lyyad Kamal. 


-CAR FOR SALE AND DUPLEX VILLA. 
FOR RENT 

1. 1982 model, low mileage (1500 kms.) Audi 200 Turbo, fully 
equipped, air-conditioned. Custom duties unpaid, in exc- 
ellent condition, one owner only. 

Willing to exchange with Mercedes 200, Automatic, air- 
conditioned, If found acceptable. 

2. A ground floor duplex villa consisting of three bedrooms, 
salon, dining room and three bathrooms, with ind- 
ependent central heating. 

Location: Jabal Amman, Sweifleh, between 6th and 7th Cir- 
cles, overlooking the Airport Highway. 

The villa is fully furnished with American furniture, in a very 
good condition and with own phone. 

Please call 669519 daytime, and 618845 evenings. 


TURKISH CULTURAL CENTRE 

TURKISH LANGUAGES , ARTIFICIAL 
FLOWER, HANDICRAFTS AND 
EMBROIDERY COURSES 

Turkish Cultural Centre announces the 
commencement of new courses on Oct 7 

REGISTRATION will take place until Oct 7 from 9-12 
a_m. and 3-5 p.m. . , . *• 

, •• 

Rainbow Street, Jabal Amman, First Circle, 
Tel: 39777 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 666320 


Navratilova 
breaks Evert 
Lloyd's match 
record 

FORT LAUDERLADE, Florida 
(R) — Martina Navratilova broke 
Chris Evert Lloyd's 1 0-year-old 
record of 55 consecutive wins with 
two victories on the same day in 
the Fort Lauderdale Grand Prix 
Tennis Tournament. 

Navratilova defeated 1 6- 
year-old Melissa Brown of the 
UJS. 6-1, 6-2 for her 56th con- 
secutive victory Friday — and a 
few bouis later beat Rosalyn Fai- 
rbanks- 1,6-2 to bring her tally to 
57. 

After her encounter with 
Brown. Navratilova received 56 
roses, a huge chocolate cake with 
*56 matches instead of candles, mid 
a congratulatory telegram from 
President Reagan. 

Her winning streak began in 
February at the U.S. Indoor Tou- 
rnament when she beat fellow 
American Nancy Yeaigin. 

Evert Lloyd won 55 consecutive 
matches in 1974 before being sto- 
pped by Evonne Goolagong of 
Australia in the semifinals of the 
U.S. Open. 

Her winning streak had been 
recognised as 56, but it included a 
walkover victory. Earlier this 
week the Women’s Tennis Ass- 
ociation decreed that the wal- 
kover could not be included. 

Navratilova equalled Evert 
Lloyd’s record of 55 when she 
beat her in the final of the U.S. 
Open two weeks ago. 


r 


GOETHE-INSTITUTE 

GERMAN CLASSES 




The Goethe Institute announces the commencement 
of the new term from October 1 -December 15, 1984. 
Classes are for beginners and advanced students. 
Times of classes: Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Saturdays afternoon and evening. 

Registration will take place from 
Sept 24, 25, 27, 29 and Oct. 1, 1984 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-6 pjn. 


RESULTS OF HORSE 
RACES 

FRIDAY SEPT. 21,1984 


FIRST RACE: 

For beginners 
Distance: 1,000 metres. 
Time: 1 minute 14 seconds 


HORSE 

El Houadany 


SECOND RACE: 

For beginners 
Distance: 1,400 metres 
Time: 1 minute 51 seconds 



2ND: 

3RD: 


M. Raied 
Gharibih 


OWNER 

Jawal Mohammad El 
Zabin 

Mohammad A. El Naby 
Youssef Mohammad 
Mousa 


1ST: 

2ND: 

3RD: 


HORSE 

Nasrah 
El Balka 
Jarrah 


OWNER 

Nahar El Soyoof 
Abbas El Ad wan 
Khalil Naief El Faiez 


THIRD RACE: 

For beginners 
Distance: 1,400 metres 
Time: 1 minute 44 seconds 


FOURTH RACE: 

For beginners 
Distance: 1,600 metres 
Time: 1 minute 09 seconds 


2ND: 

3RD: 


HORSE 

OWNER 


HORSE 

OWNER 

Sayal 

H.H. Late 

1ST: 

Malak 

Hani El Hadid 


Sharif Naser Ibn 

2ND: 

Shams Awwan 

Samy Haddadin 

Halimah 

Sayaf 

Jamil Stables 
Izzat Ghandour 
Ghalib Haddadin 

3RD: 

Ibn El Reeh 

Nimir El Hmoud 


A selection of finest foods 
from the Far East 
and San Miguel Beer 

Thursday September 13-27 1°S4 
7pm to Tlpm daily 

I'Azrak 

coffee shop | 

Far EasternCratts displayed bv 
KHUDARI AND ZAltOUN 


FIFTH RACE: 

For third and second class horses 
Distance: 1,600 metres 
Time: 1 minute 56 seconds 

HORSE OWNER 

1ST: D. El Aswad Ghalib Haddadin 

2ND: Apollo Bahjat Fa nous 

3RD: A. Sawra Sarny Haddadin 



Amra Hotel 
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Liverpool, United draw 

LONDON — Liverpool fir- crowd of 57,000 — the fewest 19 
mly underlined their cha- far thfeseason— md toA the fend 
mpionship pedigree Saturday from the spot axter a irae naa h ad 
when they hit back to hold been fouled by Alan Kennedy, 
maid-minion dollar Manchester But Liverpool tMk coimol tfter 
United to a 1-1 draw as the lea- the break with Scooantf i Sieve 
ding English first division pack Nicol creating the eqnahser. 
was reshuffled again. He squeezed tifroogh two too- 

England striker Paul Walsh kies and crossed Jot Inriaaia 
grabbed an opportunist goal for Ronnie Whelan t o he ad past, Urn-, 
the European Champions 17 min- led goalkeeper Gary Bailey. Def- 
utes from time as Liverpool staged coder Graeme Hogg attempted to 
a powerful second half revival to clear but the ball bounced m off 
cancel out Gordon Strachan’s first Walsh to earn Liverpool asfaare of 

half penalty at Old TraffonL the points. _ 

United slipped to fourth in the AJsenaT s run of form continued 

table as a result of their fifth draw with a 4-0 win at home to ser- 
in seven league games while Tot- uggling Stoke. E ngland tnt- 
tenham, 1-0 winners at Aston eraationals Kenny Sansom, Paul 
Villa, bounced back to the top on Mariner and Tony Woodcock all 
goal difference from fellow- found the net. ^ _ 

Londoners Arsenal and previous Mariner struck first in the 27th 
leaders Nottingham Forest. All minute before fullback Sansom 
three have 13 points. made it 2-0 three minute* before 

Queen’s Park Rangers and halftime. Woodcock. Mariner's 
Newcastle shared in a dramatic England striking partner, scored 
10-goal thriller at the Londoner’s twice in the lass 1 0 minutes — the 
Lofrus Road home. second a penalty — to complete 

Gary Micklewhhe snatched the the rout, 
last-minute equaliser for Rangers Struggling Southampton, fourth 

in the 5-5 draw after Newcastle from bottom with just one win this 
led 4-0 at halftime. season, also staged a fine recovery 

Chris Waddle plundered a first after foiling two goals behind at 
half hat-trick as Newcastle swept Everton m the opening 10 min- 


R angers aside before the interval. 

But the Londoners hit back five 
minutes after the break through 
Gary Bannister. Then Newcastle 
defender Ken Wharton scored an 
own goal seven minutes later bef- 
ore John Gregory reduced the def- 
icit to one goal in the 75th minute. 

Newcastle must have thought 
the Rangers revival was over when 
Wharton scored at the right end to 
make it 5-3 with just five minutes 
foft. But England defender Steve 
Wicks and Mkklewhite salvaged a 
point for Rangers, who were mau- 
led 5-0 by Tottenham last week. 

United dominated the first half 
against Liverpool, watched by a 


utes. 

Striker Steve Moran was Sou- 
thampton’s hero, netting either 
side of halftime to earn his side a 
2-2 draw with the Football Ass- 
ociation (F.A.) Cup holders. 

Earlier, defender Derek Mou- 
ntfi dd headed Everton into the 
lead from an Adrian Heath corner 
after just five minutes before Gra- 
eme Sharp pounced on John Bai- 
ley's left wing cross to make it 2*0 
four minutes later. 

John Chiedozie, Tottenham’s 
23 -year-sold Nigerian int- 
ernational winger, hit his side’s 
72nd minute winner at Aston 
Villa. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
salon, and bathrooms: with telephone, central heating and 
private garage, modem furniture. Available for annual rent 

Location: Shmeisani. near Birds Garden. 

Can 662621 or 817276. 


Y.W.C.A. COMMITTEE CHOIR- 

MEETS AGAIN 

Welcome to all old and new members. 

Choir accompanist needed 

Dated Sept. 25. 1984, Tuesday, 7:30 at Y.W.C.A 

Third Circle 


Telephone 41793 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Completely furnished flat, wall to wall carpet with ind- 
ependent entrance. Rat consists of two bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, kitchen and two bathrooms with 
central heating, TV and telephone. 

Beautifully located at the University Housing Estate, 
overlooking the University Hospital. 

Please call Tel. 841880, Amman. 


Announcement for Deadline 
extension 

Tenders 17, 56, 57, 58, 59 
School Building projects 
Fifth Education Projects 

Following the announcement published in the period 
between 18/8-23/8/1984 in local newspapers for (Baqa, 
Zarqa, Abu Alanda and Qwaismeh, Salt) fifth group, 
and Jerash school from the second group, the gov- 
ernment Tenders Directorate announces the ext- 
ension of deadlines as follows: 

1. Last date to purchase contract documents from the 
Project Directorate (Ministry of Education) is Oct- 
ober 3, 1984. 

2. Last date for submitting tenders is 1 1 a.m. October 
14, 1984 at the Government Tenders Directorate/ 
Ministry of Public Works. 

Chairman Central Tendering Committee 

Director, Gov. Tenders Directorate- 



Cinema 

fL-HUSSEIM 

Tel: 22117 

THE CALIFORNIA 
DOLLS 

(Colour) 

Performances: 72-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 25155 

ROMANCING 
THE STONE 

"Colour” 

■ 3:30 5.-00 B.-30 10t3O p.m. 


Cinema 

ZfiHRffl 

Tel: 23171 

THE INTENT 

Colour 

‘•Italian" 

Performances : 12-3- 5:30-8 


Cinema. 

OPERA 

COP OR CROOK 

Colour 

Abdall, behind ALIA offices 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- KAMAT 

“ Indian Film " 

2- THE POWER OF 
THE DESTRUCTIVE 
RIGHT “Karate" 

Performances: 12-3-7 


Cinema 
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USSR ups oil price £) 0 |l ar swings Oil tight TODe 

ROTTERDAM (R) — The Soviet Union Friday announced a 25 CJ C-F Jl 
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ROTTERDAM (R) — - The Soviet Union Friday announced a 25 
cent a barrel increase, in the price of its Urals crude, but contract 
holders said doubts remained over whether its customers would 
accept the new price. 

Major oO firms and smaller trading companies told Reuters they 
were notified Friday of the new $28 a barrel price for ofl delivered 
neat month. 

The move is seen by the industry as a sign of a continuing recovery 
in the market from the extremely depressed levels of July, when a 
glutted market sent spot or free market prices sharply down. 

It is the second 25 cent rise since the Soviet Union cut the price of 
its Urals crude for August delivery by $1.50 to $27 JO. 

. Some firms contacted by Reuters said they were still considering 
. their response to the- Soviet Union. 

One trader pointed out that the Urals spot price was stiD below the 

new official price, while another suggested that if enough people 
resisted Moscow's move it would have to think again. 

Traders said Thursday that much depends on supplies of alt- 
ernative oil such as Iranian crude. 

But Iran recently cut its exports drastically and very little Iranian 
oQ is currently available. 

If supplies increased, traders said customers could be in a position 
to resist Soviet pressure. 

Friday’s news. has. put European refiners in a difficult position, 
since the strength of the dollar, in which oil is priced, has squeezed 
their profits hard. 

Meanwhile, industry sources in London said the British National 
Oil Corporation (BNOC) was notifying customers and suppliers 
Friday it was recommending that its present term prices for North 
Sea oil should be left unchanged for the rest of the year. 

BNOCs reported move comes five days before a meeting of the 
Orga n isation of Petroleum Exporting Countries? market monitoring 
committee, which analysts predict will also propose no nhang^ either 
to the organisations output ceiling or price structure. 

Coffee producers agree 
on quota distribution 

LONDON (AP) — Coffee-producing nations reached agreement 
late Friday to maintain the status quo on the distribution of the 
world's export quota for the next two years. 

A spokesman for the producing countries said they now had a 
“solid position” for negotiations next week with consumers to 
market-stabilisation arrangements for the coming international 
marketing year, beginning Oct- 1. 

■ The agreement on quota shares was reached by consensus at a 
meeting in London, said spokesman Mr. Jorio Dauster of BrazfL 

“ We have derided on the maintenance of the status quo,” Brazil's 
chief negotiator, Mr. Octavio Ratnbo said. 

Delegates said that this meant no significant changes in the per- 
centage market shares of the quota, which were set two years ago. 

Some 73 coffee producers and consumers, all members of the 
International Coffee Organisation, are currently in the middle of two 
weeks of negotiations to settle the price range to be maintained 
through the export quotas during the coming 1984-1985 marketing 
year. 

Last week, producers agreed to press for an increase of 10 cents a 
pound in the current defended range of $13Q-$1.40, backed by a 
global export quota of 58 million bags. 

Delegate sources said there had been some difficulty in reaching a 
consensus on quota distribution because many countries, including 
India, Uganda and Papua New Guinea, had been pressing for a 
bigger slice of the market. 

Producers will present details of the sharing agreement to con- 
sumers next week. 

The global quota will be split into two parts, as in the past, with4 3 
__ per cent split up among the ICCs smaller exporters — those that ship 
f less than 400,000 bags of 60 kilogrammes each annually. * 

- 'Hie remainder will be distributed among the big exporters. 

The distribution of the 95.8 per cent of the quota includes a share 
of 30 .55 per cent for Brazil. According to figures made available by 
-delegates. Colombia's share win be 16.13 per cent, while the major 
West African producers’ group whose main exporter is the Ivory 
Coast, will receive 1 1 .96 per cent. 

Saudi riyal deposit rates slip 

BAHRAIN (R) — Interest rales on Sandi riyal deposits at offshore 
banks in Bahrain declined Saturday in a quiet market following 
Friday’s sharp fall in the value of the dollar, dealers said. 

Anticipating a devaluation of the riyal against the dollar, investors 
had pushed up interest rates over the past week by borrowing riyals 
to buy dollars. 

Some dealers said a devaluation now would be unlikely after 
Thursday’s 43 per cent fall in the dollar against the mark.. 

“The market was taken by surprise. Some people are trying to 
square their positions,” one dealer said. 

Day-to-day rates fell from 1 5 14 per cent on Thursday to a range 
between 13 12 and 12 11% per cent 


NEW YORK (R) — Foreign exchange dealers spe- 
culated whether the recently rampart-doftar was set 
for a slide or had merely v suffered a temporary set- 
back after it plunged in hectic Friday trading. 


They said it was hard to predict 
bow the dollar would fare when 
markets open on Monday because 
they were still trying to assess what 
happened Friday. 

A1 the end of a week in which it 
climbed relentlessly against for- 
eign currencies in all the world's 
major markets, the dollar sud-* 
deniy plummeted m Europe and 
New York. 

"The dollar gave up43 percent 
of its value today" said one New 
York dealer. “Nobody has ever 
seen a day like this.” 

The most dramatic fall was aga- 
inst die West German currency, 
with the dollar closing in New 
York at 3.0425 marks against 
Thursday’s closing of 3.1400 
marks after dipping even lower 
during the day’s trading. 

A cut in interest rates by leading 
bank Morgan Guaranty, dro- 
pping rates for its best customers 
by y* -point to 12% per cent, was a 
major facror blamed by dealers for 
the plunge. 

High U.S. interest rates offering 
big returns to people investing in 
dollars have been a key factor beh- 


ind the currency's strength, dra- 
wing in foreign money and boo- 
sting President Reagan’s election 
boast that the American economy 
is flourishing again. 

Heavy dollar selling by the West 
German Bundesbank (Central 
Bank), seeking to defend the mark 
against the dollar onslaught, was 
another factor behind the tumble, 
dealers said. 

News of worse than expected 
inflation figures — U.S. consumer 
prices rose 0J per cent in August 
compared with lower levels in 
previous months — and profit- 
taking also contributed. 

Although the dollar's decline 
against the mark was the most 
dramatic, it also fell sharply aga- 
inst other currencies, closing at 
2.5000 Swiss francs against 
2 .5660 on Thursday and at 244 30 
Japanese yen against 247.60. 

Sterling rallied to SI 3505 from 
$12165. 

Dealers talked earlier last week 
about the dollar possibly reaching 
330 marks. It hit a high of 3.1695 
marks in New York before the 


decline started. 

Ranks likely to be cautious 

Meanwhile, U.S. banks are lik- 
ely to be cautious about following 
the lead of Morgan Guaranty in 
cutting its prime lending rate, eco- 
nomists said. 

Analysts and currency traders 
watched closely for other banks to 
indicate prime rate adjustments, 
but eventually they decided no 
other major banks were going to 
announce cuts. 

“If they were going to join in, 
they would have done it already.” 
said Mr. Danuta Ziekmka. eco- 
nomist at Manufacturers Hanover 
Trust. 

Mr. Harold Nathan, economist 
at Wells Fargo Bank and Trust, 
said of Morgan's cut: “1 thought it 
was a little early. The move caught 
the other banks by surprise.” 

Some economists said they were 
confused why Morgan chose to 
lower its rates now. A quarter- 
point rate cut a week or two earlier 
than other commercial banks is 
unlikely to result in a significant 
increase in loan demand, they 
said. 

“If you ask me the move lacked 
conviction,” said one bank eco- 
nomist. “ I can' t remember the last 
time the prime was cut by ft 


point." 

Bank economists pointed out 
that when the prime rate was rai- 
sed to 13 per cent, the Federal 
Reserve (Fed) funds rate (charged 
between banks for overnight len- 
ding) was even lower than at pre- 
sent. 

However. Mr. Nathan said that 
other banks could follow Mor- 
gan's lead if the Federal Reserve 
funds rate stays around 11 per 
cent. 

Other economists were not so- 
sure, saying neither the drop in the 
cost of funds nor in commercial 
loan demand is significant enough 
or long-standing enough to make 
a prime rate cut a safe bet. 

Wall Street stock prices closed 
sharply lower in late selling as inv- 
estors showed their dis- 
appointment at the failure of other 
major banks to follow Morgan 
Guaranty’s lead. 

The Daw Jones industrial ave- 
rage fell 14.80 to 1201.74 and 
showed a fall of 35.78 points on 
the week. 

Analysts said that the end of a 
strike against General Motors 
may have spurred selling as some 
investors had hoped the strike, 
settled with a new labour agr- 
eement Friday would eventually 
force interest rates down. 


West may cut access to IMF funds 


WASHINGTON (R) — Major 
industrial nations Friday seemed 
set to push through a modest red- 
uction in the amount of funds dev- 
eloping countries can call on from 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The five leading industrial nat- 
ions in the non-communist world 
agreed at a closed-door meeting to 
take a tough stance agaim dev- 
eloping countries, monetary sou- 
rces said. 

The developing world wants 
mor rather than less aid and last 
week has been separately for- 
mulating demands for better acc- 
ess to IMF funds to ease the int- 
ernational debt crisis. 

The policy-making IMF interim 
committee meeting on Sunday 
could see a head-on clash as the 


two sides get together for the first 
time, the sources said. 

They said the so-called Group 
•of Five (G-5) — comprising the 
United States. West Germany, 
Japan, Britain and France — have 
reached broad consensus on two 
main issues. 

They will seek a phased red- 
uction in the IMFs 'enlarged acc- 
ess policy* which currently allows 
debtor countries to draw on 3.75 
times their JMF quota over a 
three-year period. This expires at 
the end of 1984 and without ext- 
ension would automatically revert 
to parity. 

They have also agreed there is 
no need to boost world liq uidity by 
the creation of more Special Dra- 
wing Rights (SDRs), the IMFs 
own currency unit. 


Developing countries have 
been calling for the creation of 
new SDRs which would ease their 
debt problems by boosting their 
reserves and want to see the access 
policy at least maintained at cur- 
rent levels. 

Major industrial nations have 
repeatedly stated new SDRs 
could reignite world inflation. 

One senior European centra! 
banker, who declined to be ide- 
ntified, said: “I don’t expect a new 
allocation of SDRs ... and judging 
on the G-5, it's likely the access 
policy will be phased down sli- 
ghtly.” 

Among the five nations, the 
United States has been strongest 
in advocating a cutback in access, 
the others wanting a gradual red- 


uction. 

Among the five, only France 
was still calling for the allocation 
of new SDRs but seemed heavily 
out-numbered. 

Sunday’s interim committee 
meeting will present chairman Mr. 
Willy De Clercq with a thorny 
problem, the sources said. 

Before leaving for Washington, 
the Belgian finance minister pub- 
licly called for a compromise 
based on a modest reduction in the 
fund’s access policy in return for a 
small SDR allocation. 

The issue is also expected to be 
the centre of controversy at the 
development committee meeting 
which brings together IMF and 
World Bank representatives on 
Monday. 


G.M. workers win 8.5% pay increase 


gHICAGO (R) — General Mot-^ 
ore 'wbfi&tTargpst car 

manufacture!:. ' and the United 
Auto Workers (UAW) union 
have agreed tentatively to pay 
rises totalling 8-% per cent over 
three years, union sources said 
Friday. 

■ A G.M. spokesman declined to 
comment on the reports. A union 
spokesman did not reply to Reuter 
inquiries. 

UAW sources said G .M. agreed 
to increase basic wages by3-Vz per 
cent in the contract’s fust year, 
2-% per cent in the second year 
and another 2-% per cent in the 
third year. 

The union' s previous three-year 
contract expired last Friday and 
the UAW went on strike at several 
G.M. assembly plants which pro- 
duced some of the company’s 


most profitable cars and trucks, 
canting 'the * layoff * of nearly' 
100,000 workers. 

The agreement reached Friday 
has to be ratified by the 350,000 
workers to return to their jobs. 

The sources said lump sum cash 
payments representing 2 -V 2 per 
cent of each worker’s yearly ear- 
nings would be paid in the second 
year and another 2-% per cent 
lump payment would be made in 
the third year. 

The union, whose G.M. wor- 
kers currently earn $12.65 an 
hour, had asked for a three per 
cent annual wage increase. 

The sources said the company 
had also agreed to commit some 
SI billion For job security pro- 
grammes and retraining. 

They said this commitment by 
the company, in which agreement 


in principles was obtained late on 
Sunday night, was a key factor in 
the union’s decision to accept the 
new wage contract. 

UAW President Owen Bieber 
said earlier that the accord 
“makes more secure than ever in 
history the jobs of our UAW- 
G.M. members” and said G.M. 
had committed itself to mai- 
ntaining production and creating 
new jobs in the United States. 

The union is to use its contract 
with G-M. as a pattern at talks 
with the Ford Motor Company, 
the nation’s second largest car 
manufacturer, where the UAW 
represents 115,000 workers. 

The U.S. car industry has been 
recovering from a slump two years 
ago. when the UAW had to make 
concessions to employers est- 
imated at more than $3 billion. 


G.M. midyear profits were over 
$33 billion on world sales of 
$44 J billion. 

The union's negotiators will 
meet on Sepi. 25 and 26 in St. 
Louis to vole formally on the pro- 
posed wage accord before it is 
submitted to the general union 
membership for ratification. 

Strike cost G.M. $100m 

In Detroit G.M. said the strike 
cost the company about $100 mil- 
lion and it could be nearly two - 
weeks before operations fully res- 
umed. 

Industry experts said the strike 
cut the company's car and truck 
production by at least 50.000 veh- 
icles. But analysts said the sto- 
ppage was unlikely to have a las- 
ting impact on’lhe biggest North 
American industrial corporation. 
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Britain’s N. Sea oil may 
last into next century 

LONDON (R) — Britain could remain almost self-sufficient in oil 
until well into the 2 1 si century with a new programme of drilling 
offshore in the North Sea. according to an expert report front the 
major oil companies. 

If said Britain's North Sea oil, w hich came on stream in 1975. need 
not begin to run out in the next few years as generally predicted — 
and could even experience a second boom. 

The report was prepared for the United Kingdom Offshore Ope- 
rators Association representing all the big firms involved. 

Further development could include about SO new fields. 100 pro- 
duction platfnrms. up to 1,500 wells and about 3.U00 miles of off- 
shore pipelines, the report said. 

The money — about £57 billion (S7U billion) — could be lor- 
t beaming as a result of tax incentives recently introduced b\ Britain's 
Conservative government, it said. 

I t T your daily ” 1 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter institute M 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY. SEPT., 23, 19S4 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day to consider just 
what you can do for others and what service you can 
render them in an objective fashion, especially’ where you 
ore appreciative for favors they have done for you. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Make plans now so that 
you can handle that work load ahead most efficiently, 
and know how to get more cooperation from co-workers. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You have fixed plans • 
is mind for creative work that needs a little revision, 
so don't permit another to meddle. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Concentrate on improv- 
ing conditions at home and have more harmony there 
in the future. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Concentrate 
on some new philosophy of life that is to your liking and 
forget about work today. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Good day to study your 
standingis the world and discover how best to improve 
it. Avoid a friend who takes up your time with nonsense. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You can communicate 
well with others today but not at home, so see them and 
. get much accomplished. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A day for meditation and 
planning how to improve your life, confidentially. Avoid 
that prattling friend and enjoy the one you love. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A good day to plan how- 
to get rid of activities that are no longer productive and 
speed up the productive ones. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 211 A good day to 
do something thoughtful for those who have done you 
many favors. Plan your work for the new week ahead. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) A good day to plan 
your life more intelligently and be more practical in the 
future for best results. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Use your mature 
. judgment today since your hunches are not apt to be 
mud: goou. Try to do something different. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Make sure that your con- 
versations with others are of a constructive nature other- 
wise they could lead you into some kind of trouble. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have every ability to analyze any situation and then 
«*" > know how to handlhat-and improve it, and for this reason 
will do very well at.studies. Make sure that the diet is 
good and that good health habits are taught early in life. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 — cf oeuvres 
5 Church part 
9 Logger’s 
contest 

14 Leave 

15 Makes 
loving 
sounds 

16 Huge, 
poetically 

17 Certain 
guns 

19 Fr. river 

20 Fabric 
coforera 

21 Connoisseur 
of a sort 

23 Braided 
cordage 

25 Mid-east 
land 


26 Lead — 's 
Me 

28 Far from 
the sea 

32 Orchard 
unit 

37 More tricky 

38 — haw 

39 Betimes 

41 Bambl’s 
mama 

42 Fabulous 
ending 

45 Musicians 
having 
horns 

48 Meal course 

50 Cry like a 
baby 

51 Rigid 

54 Gaucho’s 
ropes 


58 Certain 
reef mate- 
rial 

62 Certain 
island 

63 — Doone 

64 Russ, grand 
duchess 

66 Hence, 
humorously 

67 Division 
word 

68 Shipshape 

69 Fish line 

70 Alkaline 
solutions 

71 Hardy girl 

DOWN 

1 Drovers' 
concerns 

2 Daisy 

3 Age 

4 Of the 
breastbone 

5 Statute 

5 Versifier 

7 Tender 
spots 

8 Theme 

9 Hangs on 

10 Everything 

11 Boor 

12 Gaelic 

13 Old Heb. 
measure 

18 Out ot the 
way 

22 Numerical 
prefix 


by May Mannix 

24 Haul 

27 Snatch 

29 Radames 1 
love 

30 Star’s 
light 

31 A Scott 

32 Oh, daar! 

33 Laborer 

34 Chic and 
(aunty 

35 Blunder 

36 Ancient 
Aslan 
kingdom 

40 Fr. riser 

43 Aims cache 

44 Tennii 
decision . 

46 Word with 
suitor 
shirt 

47 Noisy 

49 Vowel 

sequence 

52 Feeble 

53 One-time 
humorous 
Brice 

55 “We're 
off — the 
wizard 1 ' 

56 Pen name 

57 Blind parts 

58 “Gil — 

59 Desolate 

60 Exhort 

61 Recent 

65 Distress 

signal 
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Reagan weighs new proposals 
if Soviets agree to resume talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — U.S. President Ron- 
ald Reagan is weighing new proposals to pot on the 
table if the Soviet Union agrees to reopen neg- 
otiations on nuclear weapons, but he will not slow 
the installation of U.S. missiles in Western Europe as 
a concession, top administration officials say. 


Mr, Reagan will begin the effort 
to revive the suspended talks in a 
speech Monday to the United Nat- 
ions General Assembly. In it, he 
intends to signal his willingness to 
reverse the long decline in U.S.- 
Soviet relations, beginning with a 
prompt resumption of the stalled 
weapons talks, said the sources. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Reagan told 
reporters Friday that among opt- 
ions he had under consideration 
was proposing a series of summit 
meetings with Soviet leader Kon- 
stantin Chernenko. 

“We’re exploring a lot of 
things,” he said at a picture-taking 
session with Arthur Hartman, the 
American ambassador to Mos- 
cow. 

“We're exploring a lot of alt- 
ernatives for ourselves to det- 
ermine what we think is best,” be 
added. 

In a series of interviews this 
week, officials predicted the neg- 
otiations could resume by Jan- 
uary. “We’re ready to go sooner if 


they’re ready,” one said, “but we 
don't have any sign yet that they 
are.” 

While Mr. Reagan will not lay 
down a specific formula in the 
speech, he is considering “a bag of 
flexible policies from which to 
deal constructive with the Soviet 
Union,'' a senior official said. 

The official, who spoke on con- 
dition he not be identified by 
name, stressed at the same time 
that the president would not use 
the new proposals “as an ind- 
ucement to reopen talks, but we 
will be ready when these talks 
start.” 

Another senior official, Ken- 
neth Ad elm an, director of the 
Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency, said: “We are going to 
make it as easy as we possibly can 
in onr power for the Soviets to get 
back to real negotiations.” 

But, Mr. Adelman said, U.S. 
missiles already in Europe would 
not be withdrawn to coax the Sov- 
iets back to the table nor would 


the deployment schedule be slo- 
wed down. 

The new proposals deal with the 
positions taken by the United Sta- 
tes in the unsuccessful effort to 
reduce weapons on both sides and 
with the process itself. 

Principal among them is a face- 
saving formula few the Soviets to 
get around their vow not to reopen 
talks on intermediate- range mis- 
siles unless U.S. missiles in Britain, 
Italy and West Germany are wit- 
hdrawn. 

The strategy evolving from a 
year-long review by • key pre- 
sidential advisers is to propose 
reopening negotiations on str- 
ategic weapons and gradually 
expand them .to include Eur- 
omissiles. whose deployment led 
to a breakdown in the talks last 
December. 

In addition, one official said, the 
United States is willing to shift the 
negotiations from Geneva, where 
the Soviets staged their walkout, 
to Vienna or elsewhere. 

- When President Reagan and 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
meet with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko, the United 
States win emphasise that it is in 
the interests of both the Soviet 
Union and the United States to 
resume serious dialogue on arms 
controL 


A State Department official 
told reporters at the Foreign Press 
Centre Sept. 20 that “while the 
meetings will make clear our int- 
ention to maintain our strength, 
we will emphasise that it is in both 
sides? interest to resume serious 
dialogue on arms control.” 

Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gromyko 
will meet at the White House on 
Sept. 28. Two days earlier, on 
Sept. 26, Mr. Shultz win meet with 
the Soviet official 

The State Department official 
said that the president has “long 
been interested in advancing our 
dialogue with the Soviets and 
wants to use the opportunity of 
Mr. Gromyko’s visit to 'the (Uni- 
ted Nations) General Assembly to 
talk directly with a ranking mem- 
ber of the Soviet leadership.” 

In his own meeting, Mr. Sbuhz 
intends “to review a full range of 
issues” in the UJS.-Soviet rel- 
ationship, the official said. 

One area of emphasis in both 
the president’s and the secretary’s 
talks with Mr. Gromyko, the off- 
icial said, would be “the whole 
area of regional concerns. We will 
try to explain to Mr. Gromyko our 
views on sensitive regional pro- 
blems like southern Africa, Afg- 
hanistan, (and) Cuban proxy act- 
ivities.” 


* Moscow, Peking seek closer ties’ 


MOSCOW (R) — A meeting at 
the United Nations between the 
Soviet and Chinese foreign min- 
isters suggests the two sides want 
to resume efforts to improve rel- 
ations after apparent deadlock 
earlier this year. Western dip- 
lomats said Saturday. 

They said the talks Friday ind- 
icated the Kremlin’s concern over 
the development of closer rel- 
ations between Peking and Was- 
hington in recent months. 

President Reagan visited Pek- 
ing in April and Chinese Defence 
Minister Zhang Aiping went to 


die United States in June. 

The meeting between Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko and China’s Wu Xueqian, 
the first at foreign minister level 
since 1982, took place at the Sov- 
iet UJi. mission, and a second 
round of talks was expected to be 
hosted by the Chinese Saturday. 

The Soviet- press basso far not 
mentioned the meeting, but jud- 
ging from past practice a brief 
report is Likely to be published 
after Saturday’s discussions. 

Talks aimed at normalising rel- 
ations between the two countries. 


strained since an ideological split 
20 years ago, started in October 
1982 but have made only slow 
progress. 

The main stumbling block in the 
talks so far has been what Peking 
refers to as the “three obstacles?'. 

China wants an end to Soviet 
involvement in Afghanistan, with 
which it has a tiny mountain fro- 
ntier, an end to Moscow’s backing 
for the Vietnamese-backed rulers 
in Kampuchea, and a cut in Soviet 
military strength on the Smo- 
Soviet border. 


China, U.K. to initial Hong Kong accord 


LONDON (R) — China and Bri- 
tain will initial their accord to end 
more than a century of colonial 
rule in Hong Kong next Wed- 
nesday in Peking, the British For- 
eign Office announced Saturday. 

The deal was finalised last 
Wednesday after two years of dif- 
ficult negotiations. 

Sovereignty of the colony will 
return to China in 1997. 

Delegation leaders Sr Richard 
Evans for Britain and Mr. Zhou 
Nan for China will initial the joint 
declaration. 

The draft agreement, details of 
which have yet to be revealed, is 
intended to safeguard the future 
of the S3 mQliofl mainty-Chinese 
inhabitants when the capitalist 
enclave falls under the rule of the 
Communist Chinese. 


Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher won cabinet endorsement of 
the accord last Thursday ami the 
approval of parliament, where her 
Conservative Party has a 145-seal 
majority, is regarded as a for- 
mality. 

Britain also plans a form of opi- 
nion poll in the colony to test its 
acceptability there. 

Saturday’s announcement, 
which the Foreign Office said was 
being issued simultaneously in 
Peking, said: 

“The second phase of the 
Sino-British talks on the question 
of Hong Kong, which began in 
July 1983, has now been con- 
cluded. 

“There will therefore be no fur- 
ther round of talks. 

“The text of a joint declaration 
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JUST A TASTE OF DUCK SOUP 


North-South vulnerable. 
West deals. 

NORTH 
4K10 
VAQ654 
0 1096 
4952 

WEST EAST 

498542 4AQ7 

V9 <9 1073 

0 J8 0 Q7532 

4QJ874 4 K10 

SOUTH 
4 JOS 
UKJ82 
0 AK4 
4 A63 
The bidding: 

West North East South 
Pass Pass 10 1 NT 

Pass 3 NT Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Seven of 4. 

Winning technique is tike 
dining at a wonderfut 
.restaurant. Elating too much' 
can spoil the whole meaL 

When this hand was dealt- 
at the recent British Team- 
Trials, a number of pairs 
reached three no trump, 
usually after an auction such 
as the one above. Some 
Wests elected to lead the 
jack of diamonds. That gave 
declarer a third trick in the 
suit because he could finesse 
East for the queen later, and 
the contract was easy. 

One West hit upon his own, 
suit to launch the attack. 
Declarer elected to let the 
king hold, and ducked again 
when East continued with 
the ten. That was a case of 
too much duck. East shifted 
to a diamond, and in the 
fullness of time declarer had 


to lose a diamond and two 
spades for down one. 

Declarer must establish a 
trick in spades to make his 
contract and, in view of 
East’s opening bid, be pro- 
bably w31 have to surrender 
the lead twice to do so. He 
can get home if he wins the 
'second club and immediately 
goes about forcing out the. 
ace and queen of spades^ 
Even If East shifts to a dia- 
mond after winning the first 
spade, declarer is a tempo 
ahead. He simply wins the 
diamond and knocks out the 
remaining enemy spade stop- 
per to set up his ninth trick. 

At first glance it might 
seem that three no trump ca n 
also be defeated it after win- 
ning the king of dubs. East 
shifts to a diamond. How- 
ever, that is not the case. If 
. declarer guesses the 
distribution, he can still land 
the contract. 

If he elects to play West 
for doubleton honor in 
diamonds, declarer ca n malry 
the hand by rising with a dia- 
mond honor at trick two. He 
loses a spade to East, and the 
defenders are helpless. If 
East continues with a low 
diamond, declarer ducks and 
West, has no diamond to 
return. If East leads a dia- 
mond honor, his partner’s 
jack crashes, and declarer 
has his ninth trick in 
diamonds. Alternatively, 
South can win the diamond 
shift, run the hearts, cash the 
aces of clubs and diamonds, 
and then end play East with 
a diamond. 


ou the question of Hong Kong will 
be initialled by the chairmen of the 
two delegations at 10 am. on the 
26th of September 1984 m Bei- 
jing-" 

Under a 99-year lease expiring 
in 1997, Britain was obliged to 
return most of the colony to 
China, and felt that Hong Kong 
Island, ceded in perpetuity in 
1841, was not viable on its own. 

Britain originally sought in the 
talks to retain some administrative 
control on Hong Kong after 1997. 
China rejected this but agreed to 
let the colony keep its capitalist 
way of life for 50 years after the 
takeover. 

The agreement provides for 
Hong Kong to have a government 
elected either directly or indirectly 
and for free movement in and out 
of the colony, according to British 
sources. 


Official sees 
long-range 
Soviet missile 
buildup 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
Soviet Union may be secretly dep- 
loying additional intercontinental 
ballistic missiles capable of rea- 
ching the United States, according 
to a published report. 

The build-up of new -ICBMS, 
called SS-25s, may, be occurring 
under the guise of preparing bases 
for more of the Soviets’ 
intef wif d iate -ran g e missiles, cal- 
led SS-20s, the Los Angeles Times 
reported Saturday, quoting uni- 
d entifie d government sources. 

The sources acknowledged they 
bad no firm evidence of dep- 
loyment 1 of SS-25s. 

Installation of the SS-25s would 
violate ttsategic arms limitatioa 
treaty ceilings nnle« older mis- 
siles are dismantled, said a source 
i den tifi ed as a senior Pe n t a g on off- 
iciaL 

The official said such dep- 
loyment also could violate a SALT 
agreement against deliberate con- 
cealment of weapons. 

The SALT pact has not been 
ratified by the senate, but both the 
United States and Soviet Union 
have agreed to abide by its pro- 
visions in the meantime. 

The SS-20* and SS- 25s are 
three-stage, solid-fuel missiles 
that can be tr an sp or t e d on erector 
launchers and fired from cleared 
and leveled rites. 


U.Si report slams UNESCO 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — A 
draft report by the U3. Congress 
on UNESCO has concluded that 
the Paris-based organisation is 
badly managed, dominated by its 
executive director, has no pro- 
cedure for evaluating its pro- 
grammes and exerts little control 
over big sums of money. 

It said UNESCO, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation, made 
a $17,800 payment to a member 
of its executive board, apparently 
in violation of board rules. 

The six-month study by the 
General Accounting Office 
(GOA), the investigative arm of 
Congress, has not been made pub- 
lic but a draft of the 177 -page rep- 
ort was made available to Reuters. 

It was begun after the Reagan 
administration announced in 
December 19S3 that it would 
leave the 161 -member org- 
anisation this December if sig- • 
nificaut reforms were not imp- 
lemented. 

UNESCO’s 51 -member exe- 
cutive board will convene on Sep- 
tember 26 to consider reform pro- 
posals and the meeting is seen by 
many U.S. officials as crucial to 
the organisation* s future. 

The GAO report does not draw 
a conclusion about the value of 
UNESCO membership, but con- 
siders the organisation's man- 
agement. 

It described UNESCO as highly 
centralised and quoted UNESCO 
staff as saying Mr. Amadou Mah- 
tar M’Bow, the director-general, 
wanted to retain all decision- 
making authority. 

But it also portrays UNESCO’s 
governing bodies, the executive 
board and the general conference, 
as too dependent on staff and fai- 
ling to exercise proper controL 
It calls for better controls on 
UNESCO's payroll, which com- 
prises 60 per cent of the budget 
“Under the current system, emp- 
loyees are paid without a positive 


confirmation that they actually 
worked.” the GAO said. 

It also found over the past two 
years that about $14 ntiDion in 
special project funds were dis- 
tributed as cash gra nt s “for which 
UNESCO requires only a minimal 
assurance from recipients that the 
funds were used for the intended 
purposes.” 

In one case, an unidentified 
member of the executive board 
from Tanzania received $17,800 
to study at a Canadian university, 
the report said. 

Board roles provide that during 
their term of office, members shall 
not receive payments from UNE- 
SCO, except for board-related 
duties, the report said. 

In another case, UNESCO paid 
$173,000 for delegations from 21 
undeveloped countries to attend a 
UNESCO general conference, 
something the organisation does 
not usually do and which the GAO 
questioned. 

M’Bow win not resign 

Director-General Amadou 
Mahtar M’Bow said Friday that 
neither threats, pressures nor 
“acts that can only be called cri- 
minal” will force him to resign as 
head of the U.N. Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Org- 
anisation. 

Interviewed by Radio France 
International, Mr. M’Bow, who 
has beaded UNESCO for the past 
1 0 years, said, “ I was unanimously 
elected by aD member states” to 
head the 161-nation organisation 
“and not one of them can force to 
hand in my resignation.” ' 

Mr. M’Bow, a 63 -year-okl for- 
mer Senegalese educator, said 
there was no conflict between him 
and the United States, which has 
threatened to withdraw from the 
organisation at the end of the year. 

“If there is a conflict, it is bet- 
ween one nation, the United Sta- 
tes, and the organisation,” he said. 



HELPLESS AGAINST ONSLAUGHT: 

Queen’s Park Rangers (QPR) goalkeeper and def- 
enders are helpless in the goalmouth against a goal 
by New ca st l e’s Nell McDonald (third left m vertical 


• 0 nJrjnhntn 
Ar wtrcpnocQ 


striped shirt), as QPR’s Steve Wicks looks on in the 
English Division One game at Loftus Road, London, 
Saturday. Hie final score was 5-5 (See page 6) 


Democrats lash Reagan over bombing 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Foreign policy issues swept to cen- 
tre stage in the U.S. election cam- 
paign, with Democrats lashing 
President Reagan over the bom- 
bing of the U.S. embassy in Beirut 
and the administration hinting at 
new moves on East-West arms 

taTVc 

Democrats led by presidential 
contender Walter Mondaie seized 
on the suicide bomb attack at the 
embassy in east Beirut and next 
Friday’s Washington visit by Sov- 
iet Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko as key campaign issues. 

Referring to Thursday’s Beirut 
bombing wh ich killed at least eight 
people, Mr. Mondale said in a 
rrnpwign stop at Birmingham, 


Alabama: “Ifs clear to me that 
security was clearly lax.” 

He added: “The president ... 
should have ordered a long time 
ago that every possible, rea- 
sonable protection be placed aro- 
und embassies likely to be subject 
to these terrorist attacks.” 

Mr. Mondale's criticism of the 
president, so soon after an attack 


on Americans abroad, could be 
politically risky. But seemed in 
line with his efforts to project a 
bolder image. 

He recalled that a US. com- 
mission of inquiry had rec- 
ommended strengthening of per- 
imeter security measures after ear- 
lier bombings at U.S. installations 
in Beirut, and added: 

“The president 1 s responsibility 
was to give an order is no unc- 
ertain terms that this was not to be 
repeated.” 

House of Representatives Spe- 
aker Thomas O’NeilL another 
senior Democrat, also criticised 
alleged administration failures to 
provide adequate Beirut embassy 
.security. 

“Someone was remiss and som- 
eone has to take responsibility in 
the administration,” Mr. O’Neill 
said in Washington. 

Mr. Gromyko’s visit to the 
White House caught the Dem- 
ocrats off-balance when it was 
announced last week. It undercut 
their line that Mr. Reagan was so 
unconcerned about arms-control 


issues that he had never met a 
Kremlin leader. 

Democratic vice-presidential 
candidate Geraldine Ferraro told 
a campaign rally in Santa Ana, 
California, Friday: “I don’t think 
tins administration bas the fog- 
giest idea about what needs to be 
done to reduce the threat of war ... 
Their hostility to arms control is 
dangerous.” 

Earlier Friday, Vice Preside**' 
George Bush, campaigning 
Maine, was asked whether having 
more Marine guards at the emb- 
assy annex might have helped. 

“I guess if a few more people 
there would have offset this, I 
guess the clear answer, given the 
loss of life, would be yes,” be said. 

However, he quickly added, “I 
find it difficult to second-guess 
security arrangements.” 

And at the White House, spo- 
kesman Larry Speakes defended 
the security precautions anew. 

“The United States takes every 
step possible in the face of (daily) 
threats, the vast majority of which 
do not materialise,” he said. 


2 miners killed in S. African protests 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Two 
blade miners were killed and 104 
injured during protests at a gold 
mine west of Johannesburg Friday 
night, a mine company spokesman 
said Saturday. 

The spokesman for the West 
Rand Consolidated Gold Mine, 
30 kilometres west of Joh- 
annesburg, said the two miners 
were found dead with stab wounds 
after some 500 workers went on a 
rampage. 

A police spokesman said police 
had been called in by the mine 
owners and used rubber bullets to 


disperse the crowd. He said none 
of the casualties had been caused 
by police action. 

The violence followed a week of 
unrest in the South African gold 
industry in which seven miners 
have died. 

The company spokesman said 
three of the injured miners were in 
critical condition and five others 
had been seriously hurt. The cause 
of the rioting was not immediately 
dear, he said. 

The spokesman said trouble 
began when night shift workers 
waiting for transport to shafts sta- 
rted pelting company buses with 


stones. Miners also set fire to hos- 
tel premises nearby. 

He said the mine was operating 
normally Saturday. 

It was the first violence reported 
at the West Rand Mine in the unr- 
est which hit the industry after the 
National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) staged its first legal strike 
last weekend. 

The NUM called off the strike 
after members accepted an imp- 
roved pay offer presented by emp- 
loyers and work has returned to 
normal at mines affected by the 
dispute. 


Filipino police attack protesting nuns, priests 


MANILA (R) — Riot police fired 
into the air and dubbed nuns and 
priests with rifle butts and tru- 
ncheons Saturday in a pitched bat- 
tle outside the Philippine Pre- 
sidential Palace, demonstrators 
said. 

Protesters who had staged an 
all-night vigil outsid e the palace of 
President Ferdinand Marcos said' 
the police at first moved in with 
teargas, smoke bombs and water 
cannon to disperse 5,000 dem- 
onstrators. 

At least 18 people were hurt as 
demonstrators fought bade with 
home-made bombs and stones. 
Protest organisers said riot police 
fired into the air and six people 
including a nephew of murdered 
opposition leader Benigno. Aqu- 
ino were arrested. 

A nun who took part in the 
anti-Marcos protest said: “There 


was a stampede after the military 
fired their guns into the air. Then 
they started chasing everybody, 
including nuns and priests, beating 
them with truncheons and rifle 
butts.” 

Some 20,000 people, chanting 
anti-Marcos slogans, started the 
demonstration Friday with a 
march to the palace. Police sto- 
pped them near the Mandiola Bri- 
dge leading to the building. 

The protesters who remained 
slept on the street despite a steady 
drizzle throughout the night. Pol- 
ice moved in at dawn — 15 hours 
after the demonstrators had taken 
up their positions and moments 
after five priests had celebrated 
mass for them. 

The march was organised by 
Agapito Aquino, brother of mur- 
dered opposition leader Benigno 


Aquino, to mark the 12th ann- 
iversary of the imposition of mar- 
tial law, which was lifted in 1982. 

Mr. Aquino told reporters Sat- 
urday that, his supporters were 
regrouping and would go back to 
seize the Mandiola Bridge, which 
has been sealed with barbed wire. 

Mr. Aquino, who has organised 
several big protests against Mr. 
Marcos since his brother was shot 
at Manila Airport in August last 
year, said he would not settle for 
the demonstrators controlling less 
than half the bridge as a symbolic 
victory over the government. 

At least 10 people were killed in 
a similar demonstration last year 
near the bridge. 

Heavily armed troops guarded 
the palace throughout the night, 
blocking all entry points, and the 
military were still on the alert Sat- 
urday with all leave cancelled. 


Jakarta riots not religious, army chief says 


JAKARTA (R) — Bloody clashes 
between Muslims and troops in 
Jakarta last week were not rel- 
igious riots, Armed Forces Com- 
mander Gen. Benny Murdani was 
quoted as saying Saturday. 

The incident was not a rel- 
igious one,” the official Antara 
News Agency quoted Gen. Mur- 
dani as saying. “ It was sparked off 
by the abuse of religious forums 
and religious emotions for other 
objectives.” 

Antara said Gen. Murdani bla- 
med “certain groups'’ for abusing 
religious feelings for their own 
objectives but said the gov- 
ernment would never ban rel- 
igious sermons or speeches. 

Gen. Murdani did not identity 
the groups involved. But Antara ' 
said he had told Muslim teachers 
attached to the armed forces in a 
speech Friday that if people wan- 
ted to make suggestions to the 
government, they must do so thr- 
ough parliament 

Violence flared in the poor and 
crowded area ofTanjung Priok 10 
days ago when a crowd demanded 
the release of four men detained 
for beating an official. The gov- 
ernment says nine died but dip- 


lomats put the death toll at bet- 
ween 20 and 30. 

Gen. Murdani, who is a Cat- 
holic, also warned about what he 
called “the latent threat of Com- 
munists” wbo might seek to take 
advantage of the situation to des- 
tabilise the country. 

Communism was banned in 
Indonesia after an abortive 
Communist-backed coop in 1965 
but the government still sees it as a 
threat 

Local residents said that before 
the riot broke out, Muslim act- 
ivists made speeches criticising the 
government’s economic and pol- 
itical policies and its attitude tow- 
ards Islam. 

Leaders of Indonesia’s biggest 
Islamic grouping, Nahdatul 
Ulama, met President Suharto 
Friday to express their deep .con- 
cern over the riots. Antara said. 

Indonesia banned the Jakarta . 
bureau chief of Agence France- 
Presse (AFP), the French news 
agency, from working in Ind- 
onesia following articles he wrote 
which angered the government. 

Press Director-General Suk- 
arno said AFP bureau chief G flies 
Bertin, a French national, would 
not have his work visa renewed 


when it expired on Oct. 13. 

Mr. Sukarno gave no reason for 
the move but officials have said 
privately Mr. Berlin annoyed the 
government and army with his 
coverage of insurgencies in Irian 
Jaya and East Timor provinces 
and of Indonesia's death squads. 

Mr. Bertin, 36, is the second 
Western correspondent here to be 
banned in three months. United 
Press International bureau chief 
Isabelle Reckeweg was told* her 
visa would not be renewed when it 
expired in June. 

Mr. Sukarno refused to com- 
ment on Mr. Bertin’ s case when 
contacted by Reuters. But he said 
the government wanted foreign 
correspondents to report obj- 
ectively and respect values which 
were important to Indonesians. 

. Mr. Bertin, who has worked 
here for nearly three years, con- 
firmed that his visa renewal app- 
lication had been turned down and 
no reason given. He said AFP pla- 
nned to protest the decision. 

Several other foreign reporters 
have been summoned to the Inf- 
ormation Ministry over the past 
year and criticised for their rep- 
orts. 



ftirael admitted 
as U.N. member 

united NAT10NS(R) — Bre- 

nei was admitted to the United 
Nations Friday as its 1 59th mem- 
ber. The General Assembly took, 
the action by todamatada without 
a formal vote, on the rec- 
ommendation of the Security 
Council. 

China says it sent 
dog Into space 
17 years ago 

PEKING (AP) — China dackaed 
for the first time Friday that ft seal 
a dog into space 17 years ago in an 
experi men tal rocket. The state- 
run China News Agency (Zho- 
ngguo Xhxwen Sha), a Qunese- 
langnage service, said the dis- 
closure came in a report by the 
Defence Ministry’s committee on 
science and technology industry. 
In 1967, a small dog named “Xiao 
Bao" took an historically Sig- 
nificant space trip, riding m * Chi- 
nese research rocket, “the agency 
quoted the report as saying. It did 
not say whether or bow long the 
dog survived the voyage. It also 
did not describe the or 

provide further details of the rep- 
ort, and did not explain the 17- 
year delay in disclosing the pre- 
viously secret trip. “Xiao Bao” a 
com mon Chinese name for a dog 
means “little Leopard.” 

Chinese movies have 
largest audience, 
cheapest tickets 

PEKING (R) — China has more 
moviegoers than any other cou- 
ntry and offers the cheapest seats, 
the Culture Ministry said Friday. 
It said 273 billion people went to 
the movies last year, a six-fold inc- 
rease in 20 years, with seats cos- 
ting a maximum of 30 fen (SI I 
U.S. cents). The ministry's film 
bureau said the country’s studios 
have produced 588 feature films 
since reopening in 1977 after the 
Cultural Revolution. 


Emperor’s brother 
to appear in film 

PEKING (R) — A television ser- 
ies is to be made on the life of the 
last emperor of China with hisbro- 
ther playing a leading role, the 
New China News Agency said. It 
said shooting would start next 
month on the 15-part series dra- 
matising the life of Aisin Gioro Pu 
YL He was the last ruler of the 
268-year Manchu Dynasty that 
ended with his abdication in 1912 
after a republican uprising. The 
emperor’s brother, Aisin Gioro 
Pn Jie, 78, lives in a traditional 
Chinese house in Peking which 
belonged to his family. He will 
also act as adviser for .the film 
which will be made with unnamed 
U.S. sponsors. Pu Jie is married to 
Hi to Saga, cousin to Japan’s 
Emperor Hirohito, and his dau- 
ghter and her family live in Japan. 
The former Emperor became a 
mere toll of politics after abd- 
icating. He was controlled first by 
the republicans, then the invading 
Japanese and later the Com- 
munists. The brothers were imp- 
risoned as war criminals aw! “re- 
educated” until 1959 when they 
were pardoned and released. 

Reagan visits 
7-year-old penpal 

WASHINGTON (R) — Wailing 
sirens pierced the silence outside ' 
seven-year-old Rudolph Hines’ 
home in a rundown Washington 
neighbourhood. Looking out of 
the window the surprised boy yel- 
led “Mom, ft's President Rea- 
gan.” But mum was already well 
prepared — she knew the pre- 
sident and his wife were coming 
and had prepared a fried chicken 
supper for the distinguished gue- 
sts. The 73-year-old president — 
accused by Democrats of hob- 
nobbing only with millionaires — 
had been young Rudolph's pen- 
pal since visiting his school earlier 
tins year and decided to give him a 
surprise visit. The president “ate a 
lot” and chatted about Rudolph’s 
summer vacation while he rem- 
inisced about his childhood, the 


youngster’s mother said. And 
Rudolph’s verdict? “Oh, fine. It 
was fun.” Among the. gifts the 
Reagans brought were a jar of 
jeDy beans for Rudolph, pro- 
mpting bis mother to say, *TH 
send the dental bills to the White 
House ” After darner, Rudolph 
headed off to join 44,000 other 
fans at a Michael Jackson conceit 
with tin; ticket arranged by the 
White House. 



